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Good morning. I’m not used to holding the microphone, so let’s pray that I don’t do anything silly. Uh, we’ve had to make some changes with the service, obviously, today because so many of our people couldn’t make it, and Kelly, our children’s pastor, jumped in to do a worship set yesterday, so let’s just give it up for Kelly because that’s pretty amazing. [Applause.] And her songs were really perfect, too, so, uh yeah, so what we’re gonna do is we decided to push Jonah number 2, part 2, to next week, OK? So we’re in a series called “Bible People.” We started Jonah, we did Jonah part 1, we’re gonna push it back to next week, and today we’re gonna, it just seemed a little, mmm, like we maybe needed to talk about something else, after we all went through what we just went through. So today, we’re gonna be talking about dealing with disaster. 

And it’s a very practical way to look at, what do I do and how do I think? What’s my worldview, what’s my faith view, when things like this happen? Natural disasters, it’s been my experience, with working with people, are even more challenging than manmade ones. And the reason for that is if there’s an enemy we can fight him or we can have security measures that make us feel protected, but a natural disaster, we can’t control it, we can’t stop it, there’s absolutely nothing that we can do when there’s a natural disaster. We can’t secure ourselves into feeling protected. We are absolutely helpless. We can move, and oftentimes we do, into self-protection. Now, maybe you’ll see your reactions to this hurricane, for those of you who maybe were watching the images on your computer – I know most of us were out of power, many of us weren’t, but most of us were out of power, but pretty much all of us have seen the images. Where I grew up was Ocean City, New Jersey, and when I see those surrounding areas – I know Jim has a sister down there as well – y’know, it’s devastating. The whole city looks different. 

So what it is with this sort of thing is we sort of fall into familiar patterns to help us to deal with crisis in a way where we feel a little more protected. For some of us, we go into denial. It’s funny because some of the people that lived up here where we didn’t lose power, were, just really forgot quickly what even the downtown people were dealing with, y’know? The big issue sometimes, even for the midtown people was simply “where do I plug my phone in,” and there are people trapped with nothing to eat. Where Rick and Lynn [ph] live in Staten Island – maybe you know Rick and Lynn – there were people that drowned in their homes there. So there’s this very real disconnect that even we New Yorkers, who are literally living on top of each other, we do this. And it’s a normal human response. With some of us, we fall into obsession, with some of us, blame. “The city should have done this. It’s global warming. It’s the greed of man. It’s this and this.” The marathon was a big target, obviously, because people needed somewhere to focus their anger on. And I’m not weighting in on should they have it, shouldn’t have it, I’m saying something was gonna be the target of “I’m angry and I need to be angry at someone.” So this is our normal, human response. 

There are those, too, in this time, which we need to be aware of, who their life profession demands that they leave their families in flooding homes to go help others. And we have people in Glad Tidings that know people that did that. They left their family’s flooding house to go protect others because they’re police officers or firemen. These are very difficult challenges and decisions that we have to make during this time. And there’s a way we can look at disasters and pain and confusion in a way that can bring us peace and a way that can make us productive and effective. Everything in these kind of times becomes surreal, and what we’re looking for is a compass and a frame of reference and a center of truth. 

The first thing that we need to realize, even though we don’t want to realize this, is in this world, we will have disasters, be they emotional, physical, relational, environmental, there absolutely will be disasters in your life. C.S. Lewis in ‘The Problem of Pain” said, “God whispers to us in our pleasures and speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain; it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” And that’s so true. Sometimes it really takes these kind of heart-wrenching experiences to get us to come out of ourselves and focus on God and what he would have us do. Whether you believe that this is an end-time prophesy – which, you’ll hear Christians say that right now: “It’s end-time prophecy, judgment of God, the world is groaning, this is why these things happen” – or whether you believe that it’s come out of human greed and global warming, the point is really the same. Or even if you believe it’s just natural disasters – it happens, it’s happened since the beginning of time. We still will be facing disasters in our world. And this is a very increasing reality in our times. We’re seeing it more and more and more. 

A tough truth is this: a good God does not promise us a pain-free existence. Don’t you wish that wasn’t true? [Laughter.] Don’t you wish – when I first fell in love with Jesus, I remember the person whose church we went to said something along these lines: “If you obey God, you won’t have these problems that other people have in their life, if you’re obedient to God. The reason why people have their problems in their lives is because they’re not obedient to God. It’s sin. Sin is an open door.” And so I just bought into that because, I gotta be honest with you, I came from a home where I never really had much of a feeling of security or safety. I was always sort of uprooted and insecure about what was happening in my life. So that kind of theology sounded pretty good to me. The kind of theology that said, “If you’re good enough, nothing bad will ever happen to you.” Sounds good, right? And yet, not so true. Not so true. Is that door closed? Oh, yeah, thanks. Awesome. 

We have a tentative grip on life. James addressed this in chapter 4, verses 13 though 15, by saying this: “‘Today or tomorrow, we will go into this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’” This is such a hard concept for us to wrap our brains around. Especially as New Yorkers, ‘cause we think if we prepare enough, if we’re hard enough, if we pray enough, if, whatever it is that we have in place, we can manage and therefore control our life. And James said, “Y’know, you’re making all these plans” – and plans are awesome, you should make plans. You should have things. You should plan for the future. Surely, the Bible talks about that. But the bottom line is is none of us are really promised tomorrow. And that’s a crazy thing, and the younger you are, the more crazy that concept is gonna be to you. But James was trying to give followers of Yeshua a glimpse and insight. And he wanted them to realize, “You know what, you can’t control and manage your life.” It’s better to live in such a way where you’re saying, “It’s in God’s hands. My life is in God’s hands, and I trust him with my life.” Our welfare is influenced by forces that are beyond our scope of intellect. That’s also hard for us to wrap our brains around. We are caught up in a struggle on earth between good and evil that plays a role in our lives. And our job isn’t to figure out how all the pieces fit together, but to remain faithful and obedient to him who knows all the mysteries. 

Now, how does that make you feel? At first, a little uncomfortable, right? But the deeper revelation, or the deeper knowledge of this is, when we understand that we’ll never get, cognitively, even if you are the wisest person who ever walked on this earth, you will never understand God’s ways. Do you believe that? But God says that he has a plan for us, and if we can just trust that, and put our trust in the one who does understand the mysteries, it will give us a bit of peace and security, even when we feel like we can’t control anything. And by the way, that is exactly where he wants us: knowing that you can’t control everything. In fact, knowing that you can’t control anything. Are you all, like, wanting to [choking sound] right now? Yeah, I got that a little myself.

So, I want to look at how we can deal with these sorts of situations, be they environmental or relational or financial or physical or any of the other disasters that we face in our own lives, and also how we can be prepared to help others through these times, because isn’t that what it’s all about? Isn’t that why God has the church on this earth? Right? We are to be a light, and we are to be a beacon of that light. So people are drawn to us.

The first thing I want to look at is “physically,” and I’m sorry we don’t have the normal, like, verses and things like we do because I didn’t have internet, so we’re doing  everything a little different, OK? So you’re gonna have to listen to Scott read, which is awesome. He has a fantastic voice. But you won’t be able to see it on the screen today. Be prepared physically. Here’s another revelation. Most of you know this, but some of you may not. We are not invincible. [Laughs.] “What?!” Our detachment from dangerous realities indicates our arrogance and pridefulness. 

Now, here’s what I used to do when I was young. I told you before, I grew up in Ocean City, New Jersey. We used to have hurricane parties. We used to get a keg of beer, we used to go up on the board walk, y’know. I was about 18, 19, 20, in there. I hung out with all surfer friends, and we loved weather. We just, like, anything uncontrollable, you just are drawn to it, right? Just loved it. So we would get the keg, we would get all of our surfer people, we would go up on the boardwalk, we would – listen to this – tie ourselves - what?! What?! How many 21-year-olds so we have here today? I hope you’re not this stupid. Tie ourselves to the boardwalk! Get wasted and just hoot and holler all day and night at the huge waves that were coming in, and then as soon as the storm was over, the day after, that’s when everybody went surfing. That’s when the waves were really big and really clean. Now, mind you, we’re on the boardwalk and rooftops are literally peeling off and blowing around. What makes a person do that? Now, there’s a little, there’s some of us who probably do have that in us, and that’s great. That’s like, you want an adventure to live. I’m one of them. I gotta tell you that. When I was 19, I went to Colorado with my dog, and I climbed mountains all by myself. That was me. How many do we have like that. Let me see you hands. Heather, you’re totally like that. [Laughs.] All right, we have a small percentage. of it. Now, that’s a personality and that’s great. Like, you want an adventure to live, and that’s awesome. But there is a fine line there between, you want an adventure to live, and arrogance and pridefulness. 

And unfortunately, a lot of what we saw in this recent disaster, what I heard especially with the people in South Jersey, was arrogance and pridefulness. Because here’s what you say when you live in South Jersey, and I heard this over and over again: “I’ve lived here for 55 years. The weather only does this, this, and this. Everybody’s making a big deal out of it. This, this, and this.” This is what we say to ourselves. The reason for that is it’s been our experience that this has never happened before. Plus, how many bad weather reports have you heard? How many times have they said, don’t go out, and you missed work or missed something, and so you tend to default to, “My frame of reference is my experience.” Since I’ve never drowned before, since I’ve never gotten hit in the head with a roof before, it’s safe to tie myself to a boardwalk and drink beer. But this is how we make our decisions, right? It’s from our frame of reference. And so what happens is we’re not prepared physically because of this. And here’s the thing: we cannot help others if we’re not ready ourselves. This is a biggie. We cannot help others if we’re not ready ourselves. Be safe and be practically prepared. That’s the best thing you can do in disasters. Again, no matter what kind of disasters we’re talking, be safe and be prepared. 

There’s two extremes that we normally see with people when it comes to disasters or the thought of disasters. There’s the bunker people. Did you ever see those people like on National Geographic or whatever channels there are, like those people, those Armageddon people, right, that are razing their families in the hills of Virginia and they’re off-grid and they have all these, like, walls and they have all these guns and they’re teaching their five-year-olds to shoot guns. For real! These people are just crazy. And what they feel is that – and when they get interviewed it’s just, they believe it! I’m telling you, they believe it. What they believe is that during the end times, the government is gonna want to take over the whole world, and they’re gonna come on their property, and when they try to come on their property, they’re gonna kill ‘em with their guns. Now, logic tells you, if the government wants to come on your property – we’ve got nuclear weapons, OK? For real! But yet, somehow in their mind, they think that they can hunker down and protect themselves, and their whole world revolves out of protection. And they’ve got enough food for years. They stockpile. That’s one though process that people have: we need to isolate ourselves in times of disaster and just take care of ourselves, and everyone out there is an enemy.

The other though process of disaster is, I’m just gonna trust God. What comes is what comes is what comes. I can’t really change or do anything about it, so I’m just gonna go about my business. I’m not gonna be prepared. God’s gonna take care of me. Neither one of those things are specifically what God wants us to do. There’s a parable of the ten virgins that give us a glimpse of being prepared, both physically and spiritually. Jewish thought is that you do not share your part of what you have unless you have more than what you need. That’s pretty big. And there’s all kinds of parables that they tell about this, like there’s people walking in a desert, and one person was unprepared and didn’t bring enough water, and the other person had enough water, and the parable goes, like, the person who brought enough water did not give the person who didn’t bring enough water his water because then they both we’re gonna die, and it’s your responsibility to be prepared. And if you’re not prepared, you should not be the reason somebody else dies as well. Now, I know Western culture doesn’t think like that. We think, “No, we both should die. Like, I should give them my water, we just make it as long as we can make it.” But Eastern culture, Jewish thought is not that. It’s, yes, you help others, but if both of you have a chance to prepare, you have a responsibility to be prepared. And the parable of the ten virgins is that story. The ones that had the oil didn’t say, “Oh, I’ll give you some of mine.” The ones that ran out because they weren’t prepared were in trouble. So we need to understand, we need to prepare for ourselves and have enough to give for others. Does that make sense? So we have more than what we need. That’s what really begin prepared is. Proverbs 21:20 says, “In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil. But a foolish man devours all he has.” And this is often what we do sometimes. We don’t prepare for the future and we just live off of what we have today. Proverbs 27:12 says, “The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.” 

So here’s what you need to know: God wants you to be wise when it comes to danger. He wants you to open up your eyes. He wants you to be prepared, abundantly, so that you have enough, not only to protect yourself, but to protect others. And that’s a very important thought process that we all need to fall into. Disregarding warnings is testing God. Deuteronomy 7:17 says, “Do not test the Lord you God.” In Matthew 4:7, Jesus referenced it: “Do not test the Lord.” What that means is, if you know something’s not right, don’t do it! Don’t be strapping yourself to a boardwalk! [Laughs.] Obviously, I didn’t know Jesus back then, ‘cause I didn’t have a bit of common sense. So this is what we need to understand: we’re not supposed to test the Lord.

The second thing that we see is we’re supposed to be prepared spiritually. So we’re supposed to be prepared physically, meaning that we have enough that we’re all right, and we’re supposed to be prepared spiritually. Let’s turn to Lamentations, if you have your Bible, Lamentations 3, and Scott’s gonna read verses 22 through 23. [Scott: “The Lord’s many kindnesses never cease, for his great compassion never comes to an end. They are renewed every morning. Your faithfulness is abundant.”] So, focus on God’s character, his nature, his power, knowing that even a catastrophe can be for our good. So here’s the thing with “spiritually”: we look for good, and this is actually very important, we look for the good. 

And we have to be careful when we do that with people that are really suffering loss. I remember one time I had a miscarriage, and it was, the miscarriage, I was five months pregnant, and I had a miscarriage. The miscarriage was between Matthew and Ryan, and it was a very... it was an awful miscarriage. Like, when you’re that far along, you deliver the baby, so to speak. So it’s a very, it’s really rough. And we came to our church, after it was over, and here’s what people said to me: “Well, at least you have one son.” OK? That is not helpful. So when you are trying to find the good in things, don’t try to find it like that and throw it in somebody’s face. That doesn’t draw them closer to God or closer to you. Finding the good in things is really an art. You can mention things in your own life where it doesn’t sound trite or weirdly religious, or – you know how sometimes Christians get really weird when they talk about things, like they try to find the good in things but it’s like they’re not realistic at all? Be realistic. Like if you have no power, “Man, it stinks I have no power, but, thank God that they say it’s gonna be up on,” whenever they say it’s gonna be up on. So you’re trying to find good, and good in provisions, but not negating the reality of what’s happening, knowing that even a catastrophe can be used for our good. And this is the frame of reference that we have.

So I want to take a look at Paul. You know him, right? The apostle Paul. He’s in the New Testament. And he was in a disaster, and he was in a disaster on a boat. And he was in – it’s funny ‘cause we did Jonah last week, and Jonah also was in a disaster in a boat. So Paul was in disaster in a boat, but he was in a disaster with some other folks. So he was threatened himself, he could have died himself, plus everybody in the boat could have died. It’s found in Acts 27, verses 21 through 38. Paul finds himself a prisoner on a ship. He was about to stand trial, and they were taking him on a ship to stand trial for being a follower of Yeshua. He was not in a good place himself going into this. He was a prisoner. He was a criminal. OK? So he wasn’t standing at any kind of place of trust or authority, and he was standing with others in the middle of a terrible storm. So there was Paul, there was Luke, there was Aristarchus, there was 273 other soldiers, prisoners, and shipmates. So this is a big boat. There was about 276 people on this boat, and every single person was in danger because there was a huge storm. 

Paul warned them before they even set sail that it was not a good time to sail. He felt that in his heart from God. It was one of those God things. Not only was it not a good time seasonally, but Paul did what Paul did, which was know things. You know how Paul did. He knew things. So Paul said to the commander, so to speak, “This is not a good time to sail,” and of course, they didn’t listen to him. Why would they? He’s a prisoner, of course you’re gonna say it’s not a good time to sail. You don’t wanna go face this guy, so of course you’re gonna say that. So they don’t listen to him. For two weeks they are in a killer storm. They face this natural force. The winds, the seas, they faced it for two solid weeks. All of those on board gave up hope of ever being saved. And that’s when Paul could be a light. And this is the whole point of when there’s times of trouble. The reason why you’re positioned where you’re positioned is because God wants you to be a light. And sometimes being put in that position is not fun. And if we get too wrapped up on looking at where we’re at and fall into self-pity, we won’t rope ourselves back and say, “Wait a minute, God has me here, so what am I supposed to be doing?” So Paul was able to see this and understand what he was supposed to be doing here. Paul first reminds them that he knew this coming. And I know this doesn’t sound helpful, but there’s a reason why he did it. 

Chapter 27:21 says, “Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and incurred this injury and loss.” Now, this is not a “I told you so,” but rather, “Listen. You’ve got to listen to me. I hear from God, supernaturally. I hear from God. So when I say things to you, you have got to trust me. When I said this wasn’t a good time to sail to you before, that was God, and it came true.” So he’s trying to set a foundation for the fact that these people should listen to him and trust him, trust and take comfort in what he says because he’s connected with the Lord: “Believe me and do what I tell you to do.” This is what Paul is saying to them. So immediately, he establishes himself as a person who can be trusted. Now, do you see that? That’s very important. If you’re in the middle of a disaster, you can’t be one of the ones on the sideline, saying “What am I gonna do what am I gonna do what am I gonna do what am I gonna do?!” You can’t do that. And it’s not helpful. Someone will stick a sock in your mouth, or walk away from you. No one’s going to follow you anywhere. Paul immediately sets himself up as, “look, I want you to know, I’m in this, too. My life is in danger, too. But I’m hearing from God. And I want you to trust me and do what I tell you to do. And so, he pulls them in in that way. After pulling them into trusting God and himself, he exhorts them to be courageous. And by the way, this is a very important component of reaching out to people in times of disaster. 

Let’s read verse 22. [Scott: “Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.”] So, one of the things that I couldn’t believe the power of is when, after 9-11, for those of you who were with us going back that long, you remember we had a counseling center, Restoration Counseling Center in Battery Park City, and it was free of charge for anyone who wanted counseling. And we rented a townhouse there. It was beautiful and peaceful and comforting, and we offered free counseling to anyone who needed it. And we got a lot of police officers and firemen and EMT and people that worked in the towers, and people that lived around there. Here’s the thing. I – my background is in psychology. It’s what I went to school for. But again, we’re talking about this “no frame of reference” here. There’s no frame of reference for 9-11. None of us ever saw anything like that before, and hopefully we’ll never see it again, right? So this is not, somebody’s wife died of cancer. This is way bigger then that. And I was, to be honest with you, freaking out. We hired two psychotherapists, and then we had – we worked with Times Square Church, and they sent us 200 volunteers. We worked with their counseling pastor. His name was Neil Rhoads [ph], and him and I worked together and we offered counseling. So some of it was professional, that we gave for free, and some of it was just, like, let me listen to you. And I tell you what: the people that were the most busy were not the professional therapists. The people that were the most busy were just people who were just going to listen. 

And those police officers and firemen, and again, I’m thinking, I don’t – I have no idea what to say, and I’m talking to the psychotherapists, and they’re like, “We have no idea what to say.” None of us have any idea what to say, like, we’re way over our head. And the police officers are – we had these little, there was bedrooms in this townhouse. The people who lived in the townhouse left and rented us the townhouse temporarily, and so we used the little bedrooms as the counseling rooms. So they were small, intimate little rooms, and they always had like a little chair and then a chair or couch over here, so we would sit across from each other. And without fail, these huge men – we had women, too – but huge, strong cops and firemen and EMT’s that talk like this [affecting think New York accent], they grew up, y’know, from Staten Island, y’know, that kind of guy, right? That kind guy would sit in the chair, and immediately drop to his knees and start crying, sobbing. And eventually – it was an unusual thing because all the volunteers told me the same thing. They would end up putting their head on our lap and just sobbing while we just stroked their head. There was no need to talk. And you couldn’t even have words. But here’s the amazing thing: at the end, what we all saw working is, at the end, they would get up and they would say, “Thank you so much. That really helped. And we would always say to them, “You will get through this,” and look them right in the eye and mean it. And as soon as they heard it, they believed you. “I will get through this. I’m a New Yorker, I’m a police officer, I’m a fireman, I’m an EMT, I’m a Wall Street guy, like, I will get through this.” They believed you. There is great power in looking – and by the way, if you don’t do that for your teenagers, do it. When they’re in a hard time, just say, “I believe in you. You will get through this.” And mean it. It is a powerful affirmation in people’s lives and one of the most powerful things that we can say or do. 

So Paul connects with them on this level and tells them to take courage. Panic, now on the boat, follows sustained fear. So when fear lasts for a long time, Carl and I were in our house in New Jersey, and for those of you who have been in our house, thank God for our generator ‘cause we still got no power. But thank God for our generator. So in our house – my sister lives in South Jersey, and she was texting me, and the storm hit her first. And she was scared. I could tell by text that she was scared. She was like, “Where’s the eye of the storm? Where is it? Where is it?” Like, she was in the middle of it, and she was like, “Donna, I’ve never seen anything like this before.” And she of course grew up in South Jersey as well. So I knew it was hitting us. And so then it hits us, and by where we live there was 90-mile-an-hour winds. That’s crazy! With old trees, like 200-year-old trees, y’know? And the wind would just blow in our house, and it lasted for like, I’m gonna say 12 hours, totally, from the time it started to the time it tapered off. And Carl and I were sitting in our front room because it has a second floor, and it’s made of rock, stone. So we felt like, OK, if something comes in, we’re good. And next door, they had a giant tree break off, crash right through the roof, and through their floor, and across the street – when I say “across the street,” it’s a dirt road – the house got crushed. They guy got out alive, but the house got crushed. So we’re hearing – and there’s about 20 trees that went down in our property. So we’re hearing all these crash – I mean, the loudest noise you could ever imagine. And it’s dark our, right? And we’re just sitting there. The power’s off, we’re just sitting there, and we’re just talking: “Where do you think that was? What side was that? Where is that at?” Like we’re just trying to figure out where the trees are falling. But when that goes for a long time, you start to get a little crazy, right? You start to get a little crazy. So Carl do our own crazy things. I go to work on the next sermon I’m gonna preach. It’s just my thing. It’s what I do. Carl starts trying to call people to see when they’re gonna come up to help people. It’s just us, you know what I mean? It’s just what we do. We gotta focus on something. We would look like crazy people ‘cause trees are crashing all around us, and I’m working on Jonah, Part 2. But it’s what we do. 

But when you have – by the way, not one tree hit our house. And we’re gonna put this up on the website because this is a miracle, too, but we did not get any leaks from this roof, and we have construction going on up there, and the roof was off. And Matthew Keyes [ph], Ryan Keyes, and Julen Larranaga [ph] – is that how you pronounce it? – uh, tied everything down on Sunday night, right? Sunday night? [Applause.] But – OK, yeah, that’s awesome they did that, and I’m gonna show - that’s awesome, but there’s no way tarps should protect – ‘cause it was 75-mile-an-hour winds here. And there’s a construction project right down the road that, pieces of it were blowing off the building. So there’s no way that tarps – tarps! – should have stayed on up there. So, you get out of your minds, the longer it goes. Like, 5 minutes, 10 minutes, one hour, two hours - these people were two weeks. Two weeks is a really, really long time. But Paul connects to them through compassion. He realizes that when they start going through this – sustained fear and despair follows hopelessness – when they start getting hopeless, and they start getting hopeless, he connects with them through compassion because that’s what people who are hopeless and who are panicked need. They need compassion. They need for somebody to tell them, “It’s gonna be all right. We’re gonna get through this, and it’s gonna be all right.”

One of the stories that really affected me was the hospitals that were losing power, of course, and as generators went out, and these nurses carried these patients down all these flights of stairs. And people told the story about how they were just completely soaked, just perspired all the way through, ‘cause imagine it’s dark and it’s hot, and they’re scared too, I’m sure. Again, they lost their generator there. That wasn’t supposed to happen. Up and down and up and down, with babies, and with patients. And the people talked about the nurses, and they said, if you saw their face, they would only do this because they care. See, connecting with somebody like that with compassion is what draws the people. Imagine you’re in labor – and there was people in labor – and they’re walking down all these stairs, and a nurse, who’s working so hard for you, looks at you in the eyes and says, “You’re gonna make it. You’re gonna do it. We’re gonna get you to this hospital. You’re gonna have this baby. Everything is OK.” You connect with people through compassion. When they’re in this sense of panic, it’s the only thing that works. 

Lamentations 3, verses 47 through 49. [Scott: “Panic and pitfall have come upon us; devastation and destruction. Streams of tears flow from my eyes because my people are destroyed. Tears flow from my eyes unceasingly; they will not stop.”] So, I want you to see that, that this is Jeremiah that wrote this, and actually, this is about a judgment of God on his people. So because God’s people were messing up, they had the judgment of God on them. So Jeremiah knew that people were messing up – by the way, the hurricane is not a judgment of God, that’s silly when people say that – but in this particular instance, it was. They’re warned about things, they don’t repent, and they get captive and all kinds of things. This is the chronic history with the people of God. So Jeremiah knows that this is the judgment of God on his people. He prophesied it was gonna happen, and yet what does he do when it happens? He cries. He cries. He connects with the people in their pain, and he cries. Even a hard person like a bible prophet, who just speaks that hard word, connects with the people that he’s preaching it to and cries in their pain.

Paul counsels them, next, with God’s word, in verse 25. [Scott: “So take heart, men, for I have faith in God, that it will be exactly as I have been told.”] OK, so this is not in a preachy way or a putting off kind of way. Again, we have to have wisdom and balance in this – but connecting them with the narrative thread of God in this story. So, what he’s trying to do is connect them with the God story. And in that, he is creating an environment for hope. To create an environment for hope, you’ve got to connect people with God, and not just in a linear way, but in the God story. “He’s the God who..., he’s the God who..., he’s the God who....” It’s a constant story that goes back thousands of years, up until today. So this is what Paul does. He connects them with the God story in a bigger way than what they’re living right now in the storm. Connecting with the people not only draws them out of theirselves and towards hope in God, it will always provide for you as well. If you wanna not be scared, or if you wanna be taken care of in a time of disaster, reach out and help someone else. You will always be taken care of yourself.

There’s the story of Elijah and the widow at Zarephath, which is 1 Kings 17, 7 through 16. There was a deadly drought. By the way, Elijah had a little somethin’-somethin’ to do with that. There was a deadly drought. No one could grow anything. No one had any food. So God directs him to go to a widow. He comes to her and he asks her for water and bread, and here’s what he says. “As surely as the Lord your God lives, I don’t have any bread” – this is her response – “As surely as the Lord your God lives, I don’t have any bread; just a handful of flour in a jar and a bit of olive oil in a jug. I’m about to make it for my son and myself, and then we’ll die.” So she’s like, “Look, we’re in the middle of a drought. We have a little bit left to make bread. My son and I are gonna eat it, and then we’re gonna die.” By the way, do you know who Jewish sages say this son is? Jonah. Isn’t that interesting? There’s a lot of connections because the father’s name and blah blah blah, um, but a lot of people feel like this son was Jonah. He tells her, he tells the widow not to be afraid, to make the bread and to bring it to him first. Imagine that. You’re a prophet guy, you’re gonna do a miracle, you go into somebody’s house, they just have enough to eat themselves and then they’re gonna die, and you say, “By the way, make the bread and give it to me first.” This is what Elijah did. Again, this is this Jewish way of thinking. If Jonah, uh, if Elijah isn’t alive, nobody else is gonna be alive, either. He’s gotta make sure he’s alive. He’s the prophet, he’s hearing from God, he’s where the blessing and miracles are gonna come through. So she does it, and they all eat and eat and eat and eat and eat until the Lord sends rain and new crops begin to grow.

Paul is a leader. The sailors knew they were coming closer to shore, and they began to test the water. Now, again, knowing what we just said, that when you give to others, God is always gonna provide for you, OK? That’s when we’re blessed the most, when you take care of others, that fear, those issues that you’re dealing, is gonna just kind of flitter away in the face of that. We see that biblically, constantly. The best way to deal with our fears is to reach out to somebody else. And so Paul, here, is doing that. He’s in the ship, he’s in danger, and they start, the sailors start dropping a sounder, a sounding, rather, and that’s where they have this thing on a string and they lower it down to see how deep they are. It was a bad storm. They didn’t know where they were at. First they were 20 feet to the ground, then they were 15 feet to the ground, and so the sailors were afraid they would run up on the rocks, and everybody would be killed. So the sailors lied and said, “Hey, we’re gonna push off. We’re gonna take these little boats, these lifeboats, we’re gonna push off, and we’re just gonna tie off the bow with this anchor.” And Paul, what did Paul do? What did Paul know? What God knew, because God told Paul what was going on. And Paul said, “Y’all are liars!” He knew they were lying, and here’s what he says to them: “Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” So what he says to these men who are about ready to save themselves is, is “If you go, you’re gonna die. If you stay with me, you’re gonna live because I’m gonna live.” And this is how he stops the men. Again, he’s giving, and he knows that he’s gonna be protected. “Safety is with me.” A calm, assured leadership is always going to be followed. A calm, assured leadership is always going to be followed. Even when everything is falling apart, to say or do something that is calm and assured, immediately will attract people to you, and they will follow you. 

So Paul goes on here and is attentive to their practical, physical needs. He tells them in verses 33 through 38, uh, he prays a barukh, a blessing, and he tells them, [affecting accent] “Eat! Eat! We must fatten you up!” They’re not eating. They haven’t eaten for two weeks, and he tells them, “You have to eat. You have to take care of themselves.” So he points them, again, to God as the provider, and says, “You guys have got to eat and take care of yourself,” So they eat some bread, they pray a prayer of blessing to God, acknowledging God as the provider of the bread. Again, he’s pointing them towards him, the provider. And again, when we help people in this way, we’re pointing people to God as our provider. 

Did Rob go out? I wanted to use him as an example, but.... He’s out? So, what Rob did was, Rob the mover is a mover. He has a moving company, right? And what he realized is that people need help with their stuff. Their stuff is in apartments, they can’t get it out, they need help. And so he said, “I’m gonna move them for free. I’m gonna go, I’m gonna move their stuff, I’m gonna take it to a storage place, and when they’re ready, I’m gonna bring it to them.” It’s just a practical way where people can help. He had a business, he could help people, he saw the need, and he just started to do it. It’s just really that simple. It’s not rocket science. It’s really that simple. 

So Paul, again, connects with the people in that way and is attentive to their physical, practical needs. Let’s look at Matthew 25, verses 34 through 40. Now, this is a very common portion of scripture. We all know it, right? We know it, we are familiar with it. But when we really connect with it, what Jesus says here is, if we help people that are in need, we are doing it for him. That’s a crazy thought, when you think of it. 

I’m gonna ask Britney [ph] to come up. Um, Home Astoria Group does a lot of outreach anyway, they’re doing their third annual food drive, uh, benefit. They work with the Salvation Army. It’s perfect timing after this storm. And this year they’re partnering for the first time with the restaurant Queens Comfort, and if you remember, if you remember this story, these were the people that they bought high chairs for their business because they couldn’t have children sit in their business, and they just noticed that, and so they just bought highchairs, and all of a sudden, this business is in love with the Home Astoria Group. Again, they’re reaching out to the community. Their past two years built relationships, and now everyone is working together, and, um – this is Melissa who wrote this to me – I asked them to join with us, and they said yes. This is the restaurant. So they dropped off the box in their restaurant, and they’re going to be picking up at other areas as well, food drive, and then they’re working with the Salvation Army. So I’m gonna ask Britney to share a little bit about what they’re gonna be doing and how that makes you feel. 

[Britney: So, um, our final meetup is going to work with Home Astoria, and we will have  our final meetup at Queens Comfort, which, as Pastor Donna mentioned, we’ve been supporting Queens Comfort since they kind of first showed up in the neighborhood, and it’s really an amazing thing to come full circle now, a few years later, and they’re doing successful in the community, which is great, and it’s hard for these small restaurants to do, and they’re reaching back out to the community, and they’re willing to partner with us. So that part, I think, is really symbolic of us investing in them and investing in the community that we care so much about. So we’re gonna also be supporting them because we’re gonna go ahead and have our dinner at Queens Comfort, so while they’re being more than kind to us, we wanna feed back into them, and I think it’s just an amazing thing for Home Astoria to do, for the meetup to do, for all of us to do, to support our local Astoria families. Thanksgiving’s my favorite holiday  of the year, I just, I don’t know, I love it so much, and to think that people, I mean, Sandy has definitely shown, like, people don’t have food to eat, and what a blessing it is that I have – there’s food in my cabinets that I don’t want to eat, but I have food to eat. Um, and now Thanksgiving is coming, the holidays are coming, we have these local families who on a good day don’t have food to eat, now the holidays are coming and they don’t have food to eat, so to kind of come together as a community, not necessarily, not forgetting about our local charities that happen on a day-to-day basis, not just in crisis, but on a good day they don’t have to food to eat, and really supporting those local charities. Um, I – that’s been my real big conviction with Sandy, too, is not forgetting about the day-to-day. There’s still a lot of people, day-to-day, that we can be supporting, um, that need us.]

Thanks, Britney. Um, so there’s a lot of places that we can reach out to. One of the things that’s in my heart is trying to help churches because this is a little bit of a different kind of disaster. Like, there’s churches in local communities where the whole community got wiped out, but if the church isn’t able to reach out to their community, they’re paralyzed, they’re not effective. So that’s one of the things that’s been in my heart. And then Mark told me today that Times Square Church is doing that. They’re sending food to local churches, which is awesome. He went and volunteered with them as well. If you go online, and you can Google them, and they have a great outreach as well. If you know of any churches who are struggling in this way, like, put it on Facebook, put it on the Glad Tidings Facebook, and we’ll kind of try to rally together and see where we can help. And even just you, in your buildings, in your neighborhoods, by your work, whatever you can do, there’s going to be people who need help.

So, back to the storm in the boat. They land ashore, Paul and all the men. They swim by floating on pieces of the ship. The ship breaks up into all these pieces, and they float to shore on broken pieces. And then chapter 28, verse 1 says, “After we were brought safely through” – so they made it through the storm. Paul is used by God to point others to God at this point. When they get out of immediate danger, immediately Paul starts serving the people. So what did he do? He points people to him as he’s hearing from God. That’s what he does first. He points people to God as the provider of their food. He takes care of their physical needs, He encourages them, and he keeps pointing them to biblical truths all throughout the journey. Then they make it to shore. Now, if I were Paul, I’d be [snaps fingers] gone. Remember, Paul is a prisoner. He’s getting ready to stand trial for being a follower of Jesus. I would be like, “I saved your life. I’m gonna bounce. See ya.” Paul starts making a fire and serving the people. And while he’s taking the sticks to make the fire, a viper comes out and bites him. For those of you who don’t know, vipers are the deadly kind. They’re not the kind you wanna get bitten with. And all the local people, the native people, thought, “Oh, you must have gotten the gods angry. That’s why you got bit.” The snake is hanging from his arm, and he shakes it off, shakes it into the fire and lives. Just schluffs it off. No big thing. So again, God is showing through Paul, “I want you to see me through Paul.” This is who I am. I take care of people. Trust me and trust Paul.” And so we see here that Paul lives out loud. 

Here’s the thing: tell a story with your life. Tell a story with your life. How you live through this is telling the God story. Prophet Joel, when referencing a disaster of an invasion of locusts in the land, says this in Joel 1, verse 2: [Scott: “Hear this, you elders, give ear, all inhabitants of the land. Has such a thing happened in your days, or the days of your fathers? Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children to another generation.”] So, remember we’re talking about the narrative thread, the God story, the story upon story upon story. What’s happening here is, nothing like this has happened before. People need to hear that. I don’t ever remember anything like this ever happening before, and that’s fine. There’s no frame of reference. And no frame of reference shatters security. However, when you hear the story of the God who is faithful and the God who sustains us, it connects us to thousands and thousands of years of people who God protected, and God was faithful. In times of pain and confusion, especially when it’s unprecedented, we need something to connect with that grounds us. Tell the story of God with your life. Stories are always the connection to the God truth. It’s why we see, oftentimes, in all of the images that are coming through now, images of hope. People are trying to find images of hope. They’re trying to connect with hope during this crisis.

1 Peter, chapter 3 and verse 15. [Scott: “But set Christ apart as Lord in your hearts, and always be ready to give an answer to anyone who asks about the hope you possess.”] OK, so people are hurting. People are afraid. People ask you, “Why did this happen? How could God let this happen? This doesn’t make any sense to me. Give me some understanding about this.” What answer do you give them? We just read that we’re supposed to be ready with an answer. What answer do you give them? Revelation 21, verses 3 through 4, says, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” Hope comes from the focus of God’s nature and character. The fact that one day there will be no crying and no pain, and the fact that right now he cares. He cares. Let’s look outward for people and for places that need this answer. 

I’m gonna pray in closing, and before I do, I’m gonna explain some things to you. We’re gonna do some sort of interactive things, um, if – Rob, could you just put that heater on the ground there, that would be awesome. Um, great. All right, we have some stations. If you’d like to participate in this, you can. Um, on, right over hear by where Gladys is – Gladys, if you could – right back there, there are some names, OK, name cards, and what I want you to do is write five names on those name cards and put them in your purse, in your wallet, in your trouser pocket. Keep them. Five names. Now, these are five people that you are going to reach out to sometime soon who may need help. And they could be generic names, like maybe you saw something somewhere. Like, Staten Island, there’s a church called International Christian Center that is doing a lot there. Let’s say you heard about that. You wanna go and work with them. So it could be more generic, it could be specific, but write down five names of contacts that you want to connect with. Then from there, you’re gonna go to this station right here. Now, now that you have those names, you’re gonna say, “Yeah, I got the names, this is cool, I’m gonna contact them,” but then tomorrow will come, and what will you say? “Now I’m nervous. I don’t have time. I’m not sure whether they really wanna hear from me.” And things stop us from connecting, right? So what I want you to do is write down on those papers over there, those fears or insecurities or hindrances that stop you from reaching out to other people, whatever they may be. And then, on the other side of that paper is the word “hope” – now, this is just a visual thing because we’re very tactile people at Glad Tidings, right? – is the word “hope.” Now, Christ is in you, the hope of glory, right? I want you to take those fears, those insecurities, those issues that are gonna be written on the other side of that word “hope,” and I want you to put ‘em in the water there and kind of wash it off a little. And you’re gonna see something miraculous that happens. What remains is what’s real. Everything else is washed away. And then from there, you can go to these verses, there’s all different verses there and pictures. If you have your phones or a camera you can snap a picture of a verse to remind yourself, “This is really what I need to focus on as I’m reaching out to people, I need to remind myself of this verse.” Take a picture of it and look at it this week, OK?  And you will become as Paul was in the ship: people who are prepared to reach out others.

Lord, you are with us all. In the quiet and the storm, you are with us. Your love stays and is not blown or moved or hidden. In this time when we are all feeling vulnerable, hold us close. Protect us all. Give us a heart of compassion and words of wisdom. Put people in need in our paths, be they the firemen, the police officers, the hospital workers, the city officials, the pastors and rabbis and religious leaders that guide their congregations who need help, our neighbors, our family, people in other regions – put them in our paths. Be with us all as we reach out to our neighbors with love and with compassion. Comfort and protect us from danger, and may we all find shelter in the embrace of your arms. And it is in the name of Jesus that we pray. Amen.

SERMON NOTES/SUPPLEMENT
NOVEMBER 4.2012//DEALING WITH DISASTER

Natural disasters are sometimes more challenging to deal with than man made ones. We all deal with them differently. But God's plan in the middle of the chaos and confusion is always for us to connect with others in the pain. When we do, not only do their needs get met, ours do as well.

TALK:

1// A tough truth of this world is that a good God does not promise us a pain free existence. How do we reconcile the two?

2// We are to be prepared in times of disasters both physically and spiritually. Reading Prov. 27:12, why do you think so many of us to not take caution to prepare ourselves?

3// Reading Acts 27:21-38 we see Paul is able to deal with a disaster in such a way, that it brings glory to God. He encourages those on the boat to be take heart. How can we practically do that for others in times of disasters?

4//Panic follows sustained fear and despair follows hopelessness. Paul is able to connect with the people through compassion. Why do you think this is important in a disaster?

5// Paul is attentive to their practical, physical needs and tells them to eat. Reading Matthew 25:34-30, how can we relate to this in the seriousness in which it is written? What messages in our culture minimize this in our own lives

PRAY:

//MEETUP.COM/GLADTIDINGSNYC

I. In this world, there will be disasters.

A. God does not promise us a pain free existence. CS Lewis-- " “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain. It is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world."

II. Be Prepared

A. Physically--we are not invincible. Our detachment from dangerous realities indicate our pridefulness. Prov. 21:20; Prov. 27:12

B. Spiritually--Focus on God's nature--Lamentations 3:22-23

III. Disaster in the boat (Acts 27:31-38)

A. Paul reminds them that God revealed this to Paul. So, they could trust him because God was speaking to him.

B. Paul encourages them to trust God and take heart. Vs 22 C. Panic follows sustained rear and despair follows hopelessness.

Paul connects to that through compassion. Lam. 3:47-49

IV. Connecting with people not only provides for those in need, it will provide or the giver as well.

A. Elijah in 1 Kings 17:7-16

V. Paul is a light that people will follow because he is attentive to their physical and spiritual needs.

A. Matthew 25:34-40 VI. Tell a story with your life that all can see Christ!

