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We want to continue to be encouraged by God’s word this afternoon. I believe that the Lord has given me a word of encouragement. The beautiful thing about the word of God – and throughout this week of devastation and loss and chaos, I looked to the newspapers. The newspapers didn’t help me. We looked to our elected officials and, while we respect them, their help was very limited. And if you see and you observes what was going on, they were fighting against each other and blaming each other and holding each other accountable, but nothing happened. But when I look to the word, I see not only what God has done, but what God will do and what God will continue to do. And I see God’s plan unfolding for my life. And so, as our pastor asked me to speak today, I didn’t want to just bring any sermon, I wanted to bring something that would relate to what we’ve all gone through. And the spirit of the Lord led me to a passage in the book of Matthew. If you would turn with me: the book of Matthew, chapter 6. It’s Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, towards the end of his sermon. Matthew, chapter 6, starting on verse 25. And the title of today’s sermon is, “Fear Not.” Fear not. Amen. Amen. Fear not.

The words of our Lord and our savior, Jesus, recorded in the book of Matthew, chapter 6, verse 25: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air. They do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

Don’t close your Bible too quickly. Go down with me: chapter 7, verse 7. Jesus then speaks about prayer. He says, in chapter 7, verse 7, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks [pause] receives; and he who seeks [Audience: finds]; and to him who knocks, [Audience: the door will be opened].” I just wanted to make sure you didn’t turn your Bible, or close it. “Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil” – in the sense that we don’t measure up to God’s goodness – “know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” May the Lord add a blessing to the reading of his word.

If I turn off this mic right now and send you home under the blessing, you’d have enough word to last you another two or three storms. We need to understand the power of the word, and when we look to elected officials and people to motivate us, sometimes they may not say the right thing. Sometimes they may not know exactly what we’re going through. Sometimes we may be speaking to someone who has not experienced what we’ve experienced. But when we go to the word of God, his universal word, his infallible word, his unbreakable word, his immutable word, his everlasting word, his timely word, his relevant word, when we go to the word, no matter what reports we hear, no matter what you read in the Post or in the News or in the Times, God’s word is true and faithful for your life. [Applause]. And so, since Jesus spoke these words, I’m filled with hope already, and I hope that you are as well.
What I get from these scriptures is that Jesus is telling us, “Do not fear,” because nothing lasts forever. You see, many were living under the illusion that their house, they would have it forever. Others were living under the illusion that their car would be paid off and they’d have it forever and never make another car payment. Others were under the illusion that the things that they bought over the years and the memories that they’ve stored in their basements and in their homes and in their photo albums, and that the things that they valued and were preparing to pass on to another generation would last forever. But nothing lasts forever. The only thing that is eternal, the only person that is eternal is God. He is the beginning and he is the end, and everything else in the middle is submitted unto him. You see where, what we can see and what we can feel and what we can accumulate and buy, it all has an expiration date. It all has a shelf life. Now matter how good you’ve preserved your belongings, it can be wiped away in a second, in a minute, in an hour, in a moment, in a day, years of memories and years of treasures and years of property and years of hard work can be gone in an instant. But don’t you know that our lives are in the palm of the hand of God? And we will never, we will not fade, we will not diminish. Our spirit, our soul is eternal, and if we place it in God’s hand, though the heavens pass away, though the earth pass away, though I lose my home and lose my clothes and lose my possessions, and though those things hurt, but I am eternally secure in the hands of the Father.

The bible tells us and warns us, Matthew 16:26, “What would it profit a man if he was to gain the whole world and yet lose this soul?” What does it profit me that I live in a beachfront property, or what does it profit me that I live in a high-rise building, or what does it profit me that my car is bulletproof, if I lose my soul? What does it profit me if I get help from FEMA, what does it profit me if my lights came back on, what does it profit me if I have heat, if my soul is still in limbo with God? What can we give in exchange for our soul? My message is “fear not,” and the antidote to fear is faith. The reason we fear is because things can change in a moment. 

When was the last time that getting gas was a priority for you? I’ve been hearing stories of people getting up at two and three in the morning to sit in line for two and three and four hours in the hopes of getting gas. When was the last time – and I have a problem when I drive my car because I’m the type that I wait for the light to go on, for the car to tell me “you need gas” in order to fill it up. And I’m constantly in trouble with my wife because she always is upset at me that I don’t fill the car up when I should. But when was the last time that seeing your car on a half-filled tank made you so anxious and so fearful and so desperate to go stand on a line for three and four hours for gas? That’s the power of fear. That’s the power of chaos. Where, our governor was saying that people were getting on lines just because they saw a line. [Laughter.] And that the – that’s what he said – and the notion that there’s no gas is really something that something that has been created by the fear of gas running out. I wonder how many of our problems are really no problem at all, but simply a figment, a creation of our fears, a creation of our losing control, a creation of God not coming through, a creation of us not getting what we’ve prayed for, and we create fear and anxiety and we waste our time on a line when if we jut trusted in God, at his precise moment, everything would fall into place. 

I even fell into this trap of fear, because we’ve all been touched by this experience of loss. I went to someone’s house and his basement was filled with memorabilia. Nothing really important, he didn’t lose anything of significant value, but he had accumulated years of memorabilia and collectibles and childhood memories, and as he was tossing it away, he kind of was feeling bad about it, and I just told him, “Brother, that’s alright. It’s a loss. I hurts. It hurts to see what you thought you could depend on and what you thought would be there forever and it hurts to see it now thrown in a thirty-yard dumpster filled with mud. But you know what? We still have life. We still have breath.” My value is not in the things that I own. I think that’s the lesson we’re learning from this hurricane. My value is not in what I have in my house, the leather seats that are still on finance and the fifty-inch TV that is still being paid off and all the debt that we’ve accumulated to bring value to my life. Sometimes I think it’s OK to be stripped of all those things, to go back to what really matter, and what really matters is our relationship with God, and our relationship with others, that we would stop from being so selfish in our own little cage, in our own little areas of separation, and we would go and touch people and talk to people – and many people were speaking with neighbors they never spoke with for years! And so, sometimes God strips us of everything we have, not because he wants to punish us, but because he wants us to know that there are things that are more important in life.

Fear causes anxiety. Fear can control us. Fear can cause us to see the worst when there’s really good waiting for us, when there’s really good ahead. I thank God for his word. Second Timothy 1:7: “For God has not given us the spirit of fear, but a spirit of power, a spirit of a love, and a spirit of a sound mind.” If there’s anything that you needed to get you through this storm, it was not the spirit of fear but a spirit of power, a spirit of authority, a spirit of “let me organize myself, let me get myself together.” A spirit of love. Let me help those that are less fortunate. Let me climb a couple of staircases. Let me go to a battered neighborhood. Let me get off of my seat and help those that really need help. And a sound mind. A sound mind to get over the loss. A sound mind to say, “We will rebuild.” A sound mind to say, “You know, I don’t have what I had, but I’m gonna start fresh, I’m gonna rebuild, I’m gonna start again.” I don’t see anybody in here that has gone crazy because of this storm. As I’ve visited people and was going to different houses, one of the main things that some of the people would say to me is, “Oh, I miss church. I miss the worship. I miss the word. I need the word. I haven’t been in the word because I’ve been in this basement, I’ve been in this house, but I need the word.” And I believe that what being stripped of everything causes us to do is to focus in on the one that really matters. 

Something important here, though, in this thing of not fearing: Jesus says in chapter 7, verse 12, “So in everything, do to others….” One of the steps we need to utilize to get out of this paralyzing fear is to do, is to move, is to work, is to activate ourselves, is to get back up, is to get back on, is to restore ourselves to what we were doing before. “Do to others what you would have them do to you.” It’s a positive application that Jesus gives us. Many use the negative: “Don’t do unto others what you don’t want them to do to you.” But Jesus is saying, “Do to others.” Sow the seed of a blessing. Sow the seed of a smile. Sow the seed of a helping hand. Sow the seed of an encouraging word. Sow the seed of money, if the person needs it. Sow the seed of companionship, of friendship, of understanding, of empathy. Sow that seed because that’s what you would want if you were in that situation.

There’s a proverb that says, if we change the names of the story, the story would be all about you. Today we’re here in this church. Thank God, we were blessed. There was really no major damage to this church. But there are churches that don’t have a place to worship today. Many of us suffered with no heat, no hot water, no elevator, no electricity, but there are children that are yet to school. There are people who have no memory of their past, of their life because it was all washed away. Change the name and the story is about you. The distance between us and those that suffer is not measured in miles. It’s measured in inches. The person that you’re sitting next to is a person that would need you to be an encourager to them. I thank God that when man was at his worst, that when humanity was at its worst, Jesus didn’t just sit on his throne looking down at us saying “what a pity that they didn’t take advantage of the plan I had for them,” but he felt our pain, he felt our suffering. He felt that separation, and he got up and he did something. He got up and he moved. He got up and he became flesh and he dwelled among us and he died and he saved us from our sin. That is the extent of god’s love. God’s love will move him to work.

But I have a question for us today. If God is love, many would ask, why did God allow this to happen? If God is love, why did God allow this devastation? If God is love, why did God allow me to go through this unexpected thing that I’m going through, because life changes in a moment, in an instant, in a second your life can change. One piece of news can change your whole life. One encounter with a person or a situation can change the whole course of your life. And if God is love, why does he allow this to happen? You see, many of the people that ask that question have a view of God as if God is trying to punish us. As if God is trying, as our pastor says, to get us. As if God is trying to prove something about himself to us. But that know the God that I serve know that God is a God that is slow to anger, abounding in mercy, compassionate, mercy, helpful, a God that extends himself to us. Our God is a gracious God. This question is a tricky question because many people who don’t even believe in God, many people who don’t even believe in the church and speak against the church, they blame God even when they don’t believe in him. Why is that? Because deep down inside, everybody knows that we’re not here on our own account. Deep down inside, everybody knows that there is no way that I came from a cell, from a split atom that came from space and happened to land in water and created me. Deep down inside, we all know that there is a God who is in control of the whole earth! And so even those that don’t believe in God and don’t believe in church, when tragedy hits, they have to turn to God, even if they’re asking the question, “Why did God allow this to happen?” 

And I like that God is not sensitive, and he can handle our question. You see, many believe that God is in control and so everything that happens is of his doing. But we are of the persuasion that God is in control, but he has given dominion to man, so that man would be able to function in this world, make the right decisions according to God’s word, and live the life he has called us to live. You see, I like the fact that God is not manipulating my life. And that even if I ask, “Why did God allow this to happen,” God gives me a space to make a difference, to do something. 

You see, here in this church, we have our projector, a great projector that we paid good money for and works great for us, and out of all the things in this church, that was the only thing affected. And the power blew out when ConEd turned the electricity back on. And so, if we had the view that God is in control of everything, we would have questioned, “Well, God, you know that we need that projector for the service. You know that the brethren have not memorized the songs yet. How are we going to lead worship? How are we going to introduce a new song if you allowed the projector to fail?” And so we question God. But this is what God does: “Well, the projector’s gone. What else have I provided you with? What else have I put in your hands? What else is around you? What else can you look for so that you can overcome the situation of what you’ve depended on and what you have seen as the only source of projection in this church? How can you look to other areas so that you can make up what was missing and continue on with your life? And so even if you have to turn to an old projector, even if you have to turn to a projector that doesn’t have the same technological advances, but it’s faithful, it’s there, it’s good. And I want to warn you that maybe some of us, we’re questioning God because some of the new stuff is gone, and some of the recent stuff is gone, but what is in your life that has been faithful from the beginning? What do you still have that you can look to? Who’s with you that you can depend on, that you can lean on? Why stop your life because the projector is broken? Why not find another source, another resource, another area where you can continue on with your life? We have to do something. 

And I think that fear, when I say “do not fear” – fear paralyzes you when you receive that news. When many of us, when we had no hot water, we looked at, what do I have? I have running cold water. I have gas. I have a stove. Let me improvise! And so many of us who never took a bath in the bathtub for years were enjoying bubble baths and were enjoying nice, warm bathing, staying there for half an hour, because you improvised, you took what God had left behind, and you made the best with what you had. So why did God allow this to happen? So that we could see that God is greater than our circumstance, that God is not limited to one thing, that God doesn’t work one way, that God doesn’t do it the way we thought he would do it. But even when the odds are stacked against us, and even when people are saying “no this” and “no that” and “ no more this” and “ no more that,” we can say, “Well, God, I know you have something that I can still depend on. I know that you have something somewhere that I can use to project my life, to project your glory. [Applause.] Hallelujah! God is a good God. 

So if God is love, why did he allow this to happen. He allowed this to happen so that you can get back in prayer, so that you can see God’s direction for your life, so that you can focus in on what matters most. We can ask, “If God is love, why did he allow this to happen,” but the reality is, we don’t even know why we do the things we do. Some of us ask the question, “Why do I keep on doing this? Why do I keep on going there? Why do I keep on thinking that?” And if we can’t control what we do, how do we think that we can control or know what God does? So I would say that instead of asking “Why did God allow this to happen,” we should ask, “What does God want me to learn from this? What is it that God is trying to show us? What is it that God wants us to understand?” And for me, he wants me to understand that nothing is certain. We live in the greatest city in the world. We live in high-rise buildings. We have amenities that two-thirds of the world dream about. When I was in one person’s house, as they were throwing things out of the basement – he hired a contracting company and the people who were working for the company were from a third world country, and as they’re throwing these items away, they’re saying, “You don’t know. The people in my country would be on their knees crying just to get one of these things.” And the things we throw away because they’re scratched or because they’re damaged in some way, is someone else’s gold, someone else’s treasure. And so, we live in the greatest city in the world, but even here, we were touched. When was the last time you thought a hurricane would affect your life the way it has? 

And I think what God wants us to do is not to become doomsday prophets. God doesn’t want us telling people, as I was hearing people say, “Well, the next time it’s gonna be fire,” and “Well, the next time it’s gonna be that.” I don’t know what God is up to. All I know is that true prophets of God, they speak before the event happens so that God can warn his people, so that we can be prepared and turn the hand of God. And so people who are speaking after the fact and saying, “Well, God this and God that” – I don’t know how true that prophecy is. All I know is that for 2000 years, events have been touching this earth, plaguing this earth, people have been trying to figure God out, and all I know is that God is giving us time to get right with him. 

So where do we turn to? Where do we turn in order to know what God is doing in this world? I turned to the Daily News, all I read was gossip. All I read was hearsay, and all I read was complaining, and all I read was these exaggerated stories of people waiting on gas lines. I turned to the Post and I turned to the Times, and I didn’t get the answers I was seeking for. People were turning to their elected officials, asking them, “When is my light going to be on? When is this going to be restored?” And no one had answers. But I turned to the word of God. I turned to the book. God’s – I remember, when I was young, my brother said, “You know what BIBLE stands for? BIBLE stands for Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth.” I turned to God’s word. I turned to God’s instructions. I turned to God’s disaster recovery plan. Oh, I love the Lord because he is faithful to his people. [Applause.] We must hold on to what we know. Not what we think God is doing, but rather what God has already done in the pages of his word. With so much suffering going on, we can ask, “Well, God, what are you doing?” But today, as Pastor E. was praying, God is asking, “What are you gonna do now? Someone right now is praying for food. What are you gonna do now? Someone right now is praying for blankets. What are you gonna do? Someone right now” – and Pastor Will alluded, there are organizations that are taking money, but they’re not using it right. Why don’t you give it to the church, where we can go to the places, where we can go and minster to those that right now are praying, “God, will you send me an angel?” And God wants to send you. God wants to send me. So we don’t live in fear. We question God, but ultimately we know that we need to do. We need to move on. 

I want to share a couple scriptures, and with this I will conclude my message today. If you turn with me to the book of Psalms, chapter 46. These are some scriptures, basic instructions, God’s disaster preparedness plan, that will help us navigate through the circumstances and overcome the fear in our life. Psalm 46, verse 1 and 2: “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth gives way, though the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, and though the waves roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.” Psalm 91, verse 1 and 2: “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord” – not “Why did you do this,” not “Where are you,” not “What am I gonna do?” – but “I will say of the Lord, ‘He is my refuge. He is my fortress. He is my God. He is the one in whom I will trust.” I love, I went to the book of Isaiah, chapter 12, verse 1 and 2: “In that day you will say: ‘I will praise you, Lord. For although you were angry with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted me. Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. For the Lord, the Lord is my strength, and the Lord is my song, and the Lord has become my salvation.’” And we return back to where we started: Matthew 6, the last scripture – the last that I’m gonna use, but certainly not the last scripture – Matthew 6, verse 31 and 33: “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’” – or, I add, “What shall we do? Where shall we go?” – “For the pagans, the unbelievers, run after all these things, but your heavenly Father, he knows what you need.” Jesus, thank you, because you know what I need, when I need it, how I need it. “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given unto you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 

I don’t know who’s listening to me today – and you’re living in tomorrow, because tomorrow certainly is pressing at your doorstep. Tomorrow there’s a decision to make, there’s a test to have, there is a result to read, there is an appointment to attend, there is a house to go to, there is a relationship, there is something to confront. And you’re living in tomorrow, but you need strength for today. If that is you, I don’t want you to walk in fear. I want you to walk in faith. And as we stand to our feet, if you’re in need of prayer for today, strength for today, I want you to come up as we pray and as we minister unto you. 

