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As we’re looking at First Corinthians, we’ve got to remember we’re reading a letter from the apostle Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to the church in Corinth. Corinth is a city that is much like New York. It’s metropolitan, very educated. You have people that have money, you have people that don’t have money. You have a rampant sin problem, and you have in the middle of all this culture, you have a church, and you have an imperfect church. They are a gifted church, an intelligent church, and a church that is filled with the potential of God in them. But they’re also a church that’s not doing everything right, and they’re not being commended for all that they’re doing. They needed correction. And so when the apostle Paul is writing to them, he’s writing to them actually to correct them. Now, I’m not trying to correct us, but as I read this to you this morning, you’re going to see some parallels to our situation today. Because I recognize that, while we’ve all been affected by this hurricane, some have been affected a lot more than others have. And so, with that said, we need to remember, no matter how deeply we were affected, that we need to remember those who have been affected very deeply. It’s easy if you’re one of those who are still without power. If you lost everything, it’s fresh and you’re in need. If you got your power turned back on, most of us got our cell phone coverage back, and we’re good to go. Give us some coffee and cell phone coverage, and we’re set, right? The reality is, that’s not the case for everybody. So you draw out some of those parallels as I read through this. That’s not the point of the passage, but you’ll see that, and you can apply that on your own, and then we’ll get to the Lord’s Supper, and then I’m really going to speak to you a pastoral message, just straight from my heart. 

First Corinthians, chapter 11, verse 17: “But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized. When you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper that you eat. For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.”

So let’s pause right there for a second. You see what he’s saying. It’s perfectly understandable. What he’s saying to them is that, when they come together, to be the people of God, for fellowship, for worship – when they come together, they’re not coming together in a healthy way. You have some of those who have, who are cliquing up, and they’re not bringing in those who have not. Some are eating, and some are going starving. He’s not commending them in this. He’s saying, “Get it right.” And he’s saying, “Some of you are coming in drunk!” Now, he’s talking about, at their fellowships, when you’re coming together, he’s saying “You’re coming in for your fellowships, and you’re getting intoxicated before you even come in. What are you doing? I’m not commending you in this!” So that’s what he’s saying to them. He’s telling them, “Get this right. Get this right.”

So he continues, verse 23: “For I received from the Lord” – That’s something important, by the way, all by itself. He’s saying, “I didn’t get this from James in Jerusalem or Peter or Barnabas or anybody else. The Lord met with me, and the Lord showed me this truth. Here’s what Paul said “I received from the Lord,” verse 23 – “what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and he said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he also took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.” That’s the loving discipline of a parent: not to kill, but to correct. “So then, my brothers” – verse 33 – “when you come together to eat, wait for one another.” Get everybody together, he’s saying. “If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home.” In other words, don’t make him come to the worship starving. Take care of one another. “So that when you come together it will not be for judgment. And the other things I will give directions on when I come later.” 

To give you the picture, the idea is this: when Jesus established the Lord’s Supper, it was at that – how many of you have seen the painting, The Last Supper? Right, everybody’s seen the painting. It’s the Lord and the disciples, the apostles, celebrating the Passover feast. They’re up in that upper room, and they’ve got everybody there together, and they’re celebrating the Passover, which they had for hundreds of years. And the Passover feast is that feast that is established, that kids around New York City, Jewish or not, are very happy for, because they get out of school for that. But the Passover feast was actually instituted because that was the final of the judgments of God against Egypt so that he could bring his people, Israel, out of bondage and lead them into a new land. That they would be his people, and he would be their God. And the way that the angel passed over Egypt and determined who was to come under the judgment of God and who was not to come under the judgment of God, was the blood of a sacrifice that had been sacrificed earlier, placed on both doorpost and lintel. So you have the blood that’s been placed on the doorpost so when the angel would pass by and the death of the first born would come on the houses in Egypt, that would ultimately convince pharaoh and all the Egyptians to say, “Go. Get out of here. Go to your own land, wherever you’re going. As a matter of fact, we’re going to give you stuff while you’re going. Just please leave.” The way the Lord brought that to pass was through the death of the firstborn, and the way the children of Israel had their firstborn not affected by that was by the sacrifice of blood placed over the door. That’s why they celebrate the Passover.

Now, the Lord established the Passover because what he was doing was he was establishing something that people would not mess up. Baptism is a pretty simple picture, right? Come down into water, you get dunked, and you come back up. It’s a picture of a watery grave. You’re going down, and you’re going down, you’re dying, you’re raising to new life. This is why Romans 6 talks about being raised to newness of life. This is how the apostle Paul could say, “I am crucified with Christ. Nevertheless, I live. Yet not I, but Christ now lives in me, and the life I live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” You see, Christ in us is what is being pictured at death. We are dead to self and alive to Christ. That’s the picture of baptism. We shouldn’t mess that up. The Lord’s Supper is another thing that we should not mess up. Why? Because what the Lord’s Supper teaches us is that it is about Christ. It’s about Christ. And what the Lord was giving the church was this: you are ultimately the true Israel. You can read that and find that in the book of Romans, you can find that in Galatians. You are the true Israel. You are the people of God. You are the new covenant. I am establishing a new covenant, and you are the people who are being grafted in. You are not Israel, but you are. You are being grafted into the life of the vine. Remember our memory verse last week? How many of you got a memory verse last week? Can anybody remember that? [Long pause.]

Shame. Why are we doing memory verses? “But you,” he says, Peter says, First Peter, chapter 2, verse 9, he tells them that they “are a chosen race, a holy nation, a royal priesthood. You are a special possession unto the Lord, and you are that so that you might proclaim the excellencies of him who brought you out of darkness and into his marvelous light.” This is who you are. This is who we are. We need to take a quiz right now. I just feel compelled. [Pause.] And so, what the Lord was teaching them at the Lord’s Supper is, he’s saying, “Listen. You, Israel, was brought out, delivered.” And the reason they didn’t come under judgment was the blood put over the doorpost and the lintel. “You, church, will be delivered by my blood, by my body.” When that is applied to your heart, then judgment will not come upon you. You understand? Deliverance will come for you, not judgment. OK, now that being said, that’s what the Lord’s Supper is supposed to be about. That’s why we’re supposed to do this this way. And so, we’re going to do it this morning.

I want to take just a few minutes just to give you some statements. These are the ones I’d encourage you – they may not mean much to you right now. They mean a lot to me. They mean more to me this week than they did last week. And I want to give them to you right now. I’m sharing with you as your pastor, as somebody who loves you in the Lord, and somebody who’s experienced this with you. This is why the Lord’s Supper means so much to me, and in fact, why it means more to me today than it did last Sunday. Here’s the first statement about why it means so much to me. As we take the Lord’s Supper, it reminds me I am part of something that is eternal and universal. I am part of something that is eternal and universal. This was established 2000 years ago. Imagine how much has changed over 2000 years. But do you know what the good news is this morning? The gospel has not changed, nor will it ever change. As Jonah wrote, “Salvation is of the Lord.” Praise his name for his goodness. His body was broken so that mine wouldn’t have to be. His blood provides an atoning sacrifice to God the Father because mine couldn’t. And the debt that I couldn’t pay, his paid. His perfect blood has been presented on your behalf and mine, and when I come to the Lord’s Supper, here’s the amazing thing to think about. Think about this. If you would have come around, and you would have been born in A.D. 100, you would have gone and found the church somewhere in Asia, or in Europe, the Middle East, and guess what? You would have gone in there, you probably wouldn’t have understood anything they were doing as far as language is concerned, but then they would have gotten to a certain point you would have absolutely recognized. The Lord’s Supper. They break the bread. They drink of the wine. They drink of the juice. And you’re reminded immediately this is the gospel. For 2000 years, people have been doing this. Do you know this morning, that down south, there are going to be churches that are going to be taking the Lord’s Supper, that are going to be having this family dynamic together, and whether they’re Lutheran, whether they’re Presbyterian, whether they’re Baptist, whether they’re Christian Missionary Alliance, whether they’re Pentecostal, Assembly of God, whether they’re independent or nothing, if they are a church, a true church, part of the body of Christ, then they’re taking the Lord’s Supper. They’re feasting on the gospel truth that Jesus Christ and Jesus alone saves. You know what the gospel reminds us is that it’s not about me. And it’s not about this guy. It’s not about that guy. It’s not about that pastor. It’s not about that pope. It’s not about that bishop. It is about Jesus Christ. The same yesterday, today, and forever. Amen? I’m reminded, when I come with you this morning, that I am doing something that connects me to a humongous, powerful entity called the church. 

Early on, Nero came along and said, “I don’t like what’s going on. I don’t like these people.” He actually wanted to do more than just kill the church. He wanted to do all kinds of stuff in Rome, and the church just happened to be the vehicle that he could accomplish some of his evil means for. He tried to kill the church, but he couldn’t. He couldn’t. People come along later, the gospel is moving forward, the church is moving forward, and rulers and empires come along, and they’re trying to stop the church. They’re trying to shut it down. They’re trying to distort the gospel. And they’re not only doing it from without, but people come along from inside, and they say, on top of faith, you’re got to come to church. On top of faith, you’ve got to do this. On top of church, you’ve got to stop doing this and start doing these hundred other things. That’s legalism! That’s not a gospel! And what Jesus has done is he has established this to remind us that the salvation that the gospel preaches and teaches to us is this. It is through faith in Jesus Christ and what Jesus has done, alone. It is not by my works, it is not by my efforts. It’s not by yours. It is by looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising the shame. He went through all that he went through so that you and I could ultimately ride on his coattails all the way to glory. It’s a beautiful, beautiful message. And you know why he did it? I mean, this a master, master teacher. You’re talking about rabbi Jesus. Yeshua. He did it like this so that numbskulls like me, pastors would come along later, and couldn’t, no matter ho hard they wanted to or how ignorant they were and did it in ignorance, they couldn’t screw it up, this gospel message! It’s about Jesus! It’s about his body! It’s about his blood! You can’t do it, but he can. That’s why the Lord’s Supper is so important. It is an eternal message. It’s a universal message. And the message is this: We are terrible sinners, but he is a wonderful and mighty savior. I am part, I’m reminded, of something that’s eternal and universal. 

And as I got calls from Virginia – are you with me still? Say “amen” if you are. When I got calls from Virginia, Wisconsin, there was even a guy that called from Montana. I’ve never been to Montana. I wondered if it was even a real place. Montana! People from all over have called, have emailed, and have reached out to say, “We want you to know that we love you all. We’re praying for you.” The guy from Montana said, “Listen, if you have any displaced families that have no money, have nowhere to go right now, we have homes that we will open up so that they can come and stay.” The beauty of the body of Christ. When I come around the Lord’s table… Hey, did you know, if you’re a Christian, we’re family. We’re family. When we gather around the Lord’s Supper, we’re part of something that is universal and eternal. Because of Jesus.

The second statement I want to give you is this: when I come to the Lord’s Supper, I’m reminded this morning that I’m in the middle of a story being written. I’m not at the end of it. I’m in the middle of it. The reason I say that is because, while Jesus’ death, his broken body and his blood, would have been something to remember throughout the ages, if he didn’t rise, it would have been something to remember and talk about because of all the miracles that he did and the movement that he had, but the reality is, that’s not where it ended. All the questions, all the doubts, all the anxiety of Friday and of Saturday, all that, you’ve got to go through to the end and understand that he went through that not because that was the end but because there was an end in mind that he had to get to, and that was the pain he had to endure to get to the end that he had in mind. Did that make any sense? That make sense? In other words, his death, his crucifixion was not the end. This is why – no offense, if you’re wearing a cross this morning with Jesus still hanging off it, no offense intended, it’s beautiful – it’s not necessary. He’s not on the cross any more. That’s why we have an empty cross. That’s why we say “amen” to the cross. But that’s not the end. He’s not there any more. He’ll never go back to a cross. He’s ruling and reigning. He’s not got a crown, or excuse me, a cross that he’s carrying any more, he’s got his ruling, reigning scepter right now. He’s King of Kings and Lord of Lords, seated at the right hand of God the Father. Now, he is that because on Friday, what he did on Friday was part of a story. Part of it. The pain of Friday gave way to the joy and triumph of Monday, on the English calendar, the first day of the week. We’re in the middle of a story, not at the end of it, and the reason I say that is because some people, man, when stuff happens and it’s tragic, you’ve just got to remind yourself, we’re not at the end yet. Right? I don’t like to use a whole lot of clichés, but I’m telling you, there is one worth just going ahead and throwing out there right now, for all it’s worth, and you can say “hallelujah” if you want to. But I’ve read the back of the book – you finish it – and we win. It’s a cliché around the church world, I understand. But it’s a cliché because it’s just true, it’s always been true, and it will forever be true. We win in the end! No matter what we go through, no matter what happens, no matter what, we’ve got hope! We’ve got promise! This is not the end! It’s somewhere in the middle, but he will surely take me through to a good end. [Applause.] And he’s going to take you through to a good end, through faith: faith in him, trust in him, hope in him. That is the call this morning.

The third statement I want to give you, and this one is the – you’ve got to process this, and you’ve got to use this as you minister to your friends and family, who ask the question “Why?” Because we all do at some time, don’t we? “Why? Why?” Here’s my third statement. I’m not going to preach it. I’m just going to give it to you. I don’t understand why but God does. You see, brothers and sisters, as Christians we don’t pretend that we have all the answers. We don’t. You know, I’ve got days where I’m like you. My pastor actually, in Kingsport, Tennessee, my pastor actually has a sermon that he preached at our home church that I’ve never forgot the title of, entitled “What to do when Romans 8:28 doesn’t work.” Roman 8:28 says that we know that all things work together for the good of those that love God and that are called according to his purpose. I can say that to you when you’re in the middle of a trial, when you’re in the middle of the fiery furnace, and the flames are just burning all around you, and not just burning you, but listen, they’re hitting your family, they’re hitting everybody you love and everybody you care for. You can’t do anything, and somebody comes along and says, “God’s working all things together for good.” You just want to punch them in the mouth, right? You know it’s true. You just want to say, “Shut up. I know!” We don’t say that in my house, so you didn’t hear me say that right here, right now. I know! I know it’s true! Right? But why?! I’m going to tell you the truth: we don’t know why. Anybody that pretends to have all those answers, they’re smoking something. They’re lying. They’re wrong. They don’t. They don’t. They’ve deluded themselves. They’ve looked in the mirror and thought they were God. You don’t know. You don’t know. I mean, we could get preacherly out of this and say, our sovereign God is working all things for his good. Well, OK, great, that’s true. Now, that’ll be a pillow for me to put my head on once I get out of this trial. And it’ll help me a little while I’m in it. But right now we don’t understand everything. Somebody said to me the other day, “Pastor, this is the judgment of God. This is the judgment of God. We’ve turned our back on God. We’ve kicked God out of school. We’ve kicked God out of the political arena. We’re doing all this, and we expect God to bless us? God is judging.” And I said, “Yeah, you know…” I don’t jump on that wholeheartedly. Please listen to my answer. Here’s the thing, listen. Here’s what I say: “You could definitely say that. I believe any time there’s a terrible thing happens like this, or a Katrina, a 9/11, whatever you say, you could always say there’s an element of judgment to this. Always. You have to say that if you read your Bible, right? But here’s the other thing. While I know that God judges, and I know that God has used this in a sense for judgment and to shake people, I want you to know I also see God’s mercy in it.” Hey, we’re still here. We’re still here. What more do we need to say? If I’ve got a pulse, and you’ve got oxygen in your lungs, you’ve got hope. I don’t know why, so I’m not jumping on anybody’s bandwagons, and I believe it’s important that we have a robust, deep trust in the sovereignty of God. But I want you to know we don’t always understand why, but god does.

The fourth statement I want to give you is I hurt deeply and my God understands. I hurt deeply. I’m going to tell you something. The other day I just cried. I’m going to tell you right now, I’m not a crier, in the sense that, like, I get hurt or I see somebody else just hurting and I cry, but when my heart gets full with ministry and the love of God, I cry. And when I start interceding for my church family, I go into a whole different level of intercession. I go into battle mode. I yell. I stomp. When I’m by myself, I may even throw something. That’s the truth. I have. I will. You know, I don’t mean you to think I’m crazy. I’m not psychotic, but just telling you, when I get to that point I do this and I cry. I take it to the Lord so that I’m not out doing that everywhere else. I don’t want to take my emotions out everywhere else. I let them be there, but I take it to the Lord. And I want you to understand something. No matter what is going on in our lives, we have a God who understands. Has anybody been irritated lately? Have you been hurt lately? The other day, I was saying this earlier – I’ve got to stay on track here – the other day I was getting more phone calls, emails, Facebooks, I’m even on Facebook now. I don’t even do Facebook, but I do Facebook now. Because it’s just precious how many people Facebook me on an account my wife set up for me two years ago. And so I go on there and, um, I’ve just been so blessed that the last few days I’ve had more people calling me and more people trying to connect with me than I can handle, and I go, like I live on adrenaline and coffee. I just go, just go, go, go until I gotta just lay down, I’m dead tired. The other day I got to that point where I looked at my phone and I thoroughly contemplated launching my phone against a tree. Just thinking, dear God, I’m not the only person that can take these calls. Now, hold on. I’m not saying that I don’t want anybody to call me. That’s why I have a phone. But you’ve been there, right? The other day when I got to that point, I pictured myself in a conversation with Jesus later when I was praying about it, and it was like I was saying, “Lord, it’s like everything is coming to me.” And he’s like, “Yeah, I’ve been there. That’s why you’ve got to get up early before the sun’s up and go spend some time with the Father.” I’m like, “Lord, but they’re unreasonable. [Laughs] It’s more than I can handle, Lord.” He’s like, “I got it.” I’m like, “Lord, I can’t do this.” He said – and it was like in a conversation – “You remember that little boy with the lunch? Did he feed everybody, or did I with what little he gave me?” “OK, lord, I get it.” You ever been to a point where you’re hurting so deeply you’re like, Lord, I’m dying here. Let me tell you, if you feel like you’re dying here, remember this. When you go before the lord, here’s what he could say: “Yeah, I’ve done that, too.” “Lord, I’ve been betrayed! They were supposed to help me. Now I’m all alone!” “I’ve been there. Everybody left me.” “Lord, I’m praying, and it feels like you’re all alone!” And you could just picture Jesus right beside the Father, saying, “Yeah, when I was hanging on the cross, you remember when I said, ‘My Father, my Father, why hast thou forsaken me?’ He did that to me for a while. He left me alone.” See, when the sins of the world came upon him, he didn’t – it wasn’t because of Jesus’ problems, it was because he took our problems and our sins, and when he did, the sins of the world on his shoulders, the Father turned away. All alone. You have a high priest who understands everything. Even when you’re dying, he will understand.

Let me get to this final statement here. Gentlemen, if you’ll get ready for the communion. Christians, we don’t have a message. Just listen, I’ll summarize that last point. We don’t try to go around and answer everybody’s question as to why. We humbly say, “I don’t know, but I trust God.” Let me tell you something by way of encouragement. If you just point people to Jesus and not try to answer everybody’s question, if they’ll just go to Jesus, it’ll be amazing what he’ll do for them. Last thing I want to say is that I am weak. Whenever I come to the Lord’s Supper, I remember this. I am weak but he is strong. Paul says, when you do this, you’re proclaiming the Lord’s death ’til he comes. It’s not the end. I am weak but he is strong. I want you to know that even in death, he’s there and he’s mighty to save. Charles Spurgeon has a quote that I love to go back to every know and then. He said this in one of his sermons. He said, I want you to know, should the enemy ever get you down on your back and has his boot in your neck, just know this: very soon you shall rise and conquer him. [Laughs.] Those are principles, this morning, that make me love this even more than I did last week. Because I’ve never been through what we’ve been through this week. I’ve never been through it, my mind can’t even fathom boats on top of houses. I can’t fathom that, and then I saw it. I just – mind-boggling. And I’m reminded, when we come around this, that I am weak, but he is strong. This is a family thing. It’s the family of Christ. Is your faith in him this morning? You’ve always got hope, birthed out of your faith in Christ. And so this morning I just want to encourage you to get your mind and your heart ready. Don’t live your life irritated, frustrated, depressed, discouraged. That’s what’s going on all over Staten Island today. And for the next few days I would imagine that’ll be happening, but the church of Jesus Christ, right now, has to be different for the glory of God. And the only way we will is when we feast on the gospel: that life-giving, Satan-defeating gospel. Amen? Would you bow your heads with me and close your eyes…

