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Sadly, if I gave you a moment, many of you who’ve been Christians for a while could think of someone who you knew was a Christian at one time but is no longer a Christian, or would no longer call themselves a Christian. If I gave you a moment to stop, you could think of someone that you knew as a friend in high school or a co-worker, a neighbor or a relative, even, who once said that they loved Jesus, but now if you asked them, that would no longer be the case. There are many, many reasons why this happens, but this text today gives us one of the clear warnings that we have to be careful about in understanding how sin can pull us away. We need to be very aware that this qualifies as one of the warning texts in the Bible. But we learn to understand that warning texts are in the Bible to care for us. You see, because God loves us too much to let us keep sinning and to let us think that sin is OK. Sin is destructive, and if left to its own devices, as we see in verse 15, “brings forth death.” There’s a reality that unconfessed, that unrepentant, that wanton sin left unchecked in life leads to death. You can’t avoid that, you can’t run away from that, you can’t minimize that. The reality, as the Bible describes, is to protect us in how we see sin. 

And so, as we’re going to see today, there’s this move from belief to unbelief that doesn’t happen in one incredibly large step; it happens, often, over ten thousand little steps away from God. And we have be careful to hear the warning from God that we face every day the temptation to walk away from Jesus that we need to be aware of, and how we fight against sin in the life that God’s called us to live. And so, there is no, sort of – recognizing how this works together because the second section of this, and how James describing this reality comes next week in 16 to 18, so we need to embrace the bad news of who we are so we can embrace the great news of who God is. This is how James is setting out what he looking, in terms of how we understand ourselves and how we understand God.

And so, if you haven’t already, open your Bible, turn your gadget on, or whatever you’re doing to read the Bible this day with us. James 1:13 to 15. We’re looking at the root and the fruit of temptation. The root and the fruit of temptation. See, this is not pretty, but see, the reality is and the hope is if you learn to embrace what this text is telling us, Jesus didn’t come for pretty people. He came for broken people. And the sooner we can embrace the reality that Jesus is describing through his word, through James here, that we are broken people, the sooner we can get to a place of receiving grace from God. Because Jesus didn’t come for people that think they’re well; he came for people that know they’re sick. And this text reminds us of that very thing. And so we’re going to see today the root and the fruit of temptation. 

The first thing we need to be aware of, though, as we look at verse 13 is, what is temptation? What is temptation? James has been describing, from 1, verse 2, all the way through to this section, about trials. It’s a very specific word that deals with struggles that take place either inside of us or outside of us, but generally, as James is talking about trials, he’s talking about things that happen outside of us. Natural disasters, unemployment, sickness. Trials that take place that we’re unprepared for, trials that take place that we didn’t bring upon ourselves, things that happen because we live in a broken world. There’s a distinction that James is using, as he comes from verses 1 through 12, and now as he transitions into verse 13. Because he uses a different word here, now, to describe when we see this situation play out, this is no longer just simply a trial but a temptation. And it’s important we understand the differences between verse 12 and the culture of being steadfast at your trial, and then when we face temptations. 

To summarize the differences between trials and temptations, and thinking about what James is getting at, particularly in this section, but also in light of what the Bible says about these distinctions, this is how I would summarize: trials are opportunities to move us towards God; temptations are opportunities to move us away from God. Trials are provided so that we can see our need for God; temptations are opportunities for us to see that we don’t need God. And the sooner we think about these distinctions, carefully and helpfully in our mind, the better we are at understanding the battle that resides in this text because as we’ll see, there’s a point that James is trying to make in helping us understand where these temptations come from. Trials bring us to the end of ourselves, and we learn to see out limitations. Temptations lead us to trying to be independent from God, thinking we don’t need him, we don’t want him, we don’t trust him. 

Most of us experience these on some level every week. Realize we can’t change the weather, we can’t – with the direction of wind and water, we can’t control when the power comes back on – those moments, we realize we’re not in control. Those are trials. Those things are out of our control. If you were left without power, if you were left in a flood place during the hurricane, those things were out of your control, trials you were facing that lead you to trust in the one who’s in control of all things. Temptations are opportunities to not trust God, to trust in something else, to look to something else. Temptations, these are moments when we’re tempted to doubt, to dismiss, to distrust, to reject God. Temptations come as whispers, and then sometimes as loud shouts, to say, “God is not good! He’s not worth pursuing, he’s not worth trusting.” 

But Bible teacher and commentator JA Motyer helps us to understand that these are often circumstances. They are – trials come, temptations come through trials. Temptations come through all sorts of circumstances. JA Motyer says, in his commentary on this section, “Everything depends on our response and the use we make of our circumstances. Every circumstance we meet, therefore, requires a decision: will we persevere and go on with God, or will we listen to the voice which suggests the easy way of disobedience and disloyalty?” Circumstances provide us with an opportunity. Trials provide us with an opportunity. See, there’s sort of a connection that’s made, as James is describing this in this section, that he’s not left trials behind because he’s helping us understand, trials can be an opportunity for temptation to take place because then, in that moment, the temptation is to not trust God. 

See, think about it another way. Just think about the distinctions between temptations and trials. See, trials are meant to move us outside of ourselves and up towards God. Temptations move us inward and downward. Trials move us away from ourselves because we realize our limitations, and they move us up towards God because we realize that God is the one in control, and I can look to him who’s in control of all things. Temptations focus me inward – what I want, what I need, what I think is appropriate – and move me downward toward death, as we see in verse 15. There are the distinctions for us to understand the differences between temptations and trials. So James is teaching us about the reality of these temptations.

Where do these temptations come from? This is where we go to now in our text, as we understand that he’s made a distinction now between this idea of trials and temptations now, in verse 13, but where do these trials, these temptations come from? Well, this is the bad news. Because James is warning us in verse 13, “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.” And so if we were going to summarize what we’re thinking about in terms of where temptations come from, the root of temptation is my heart. The root of temptation is my heart. I need to understand that evil is not something that goes on out here. The biblical counselor David Powlison has described that we need to understand, if we’re gonna understand the problem of evil in this world, we need to understand that evil starts right here. Because the root of all temptation is my heart. The seduction comes ultimately not from external voices but from internal voices. We’re listening too much to the internal voice of our sin. An attractive person, or a purchase, a difficult situation at work or at school comes our way, and the voices begin: “It’s just one look. You deserve this purchase. They were wrong, and they need to know about it.” And we need to know that these voices, because verse 13 is teaching us something about what took place in the Garden, that these voices are not taking place because of other people doing things; it’s just drawing out what’s already in our hearts. The reality is, temptation is not something that comes outside of us. It’s something that belongs – that’s going on inside of us.

What I need you to know is the situations, those people, those trials are just revealing what’s already working in my heart: sin. Sin resides in my heart. And situations are just making those sins obvious or apparent. See, James is using sort of a fishing metaphor here, in verses 13 to 15, to think about – some people have this idea of, like, you look in, um, verse 14: “But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed” –  lured, you know if you’ve been fishing, a fishing lure. But here’s the problem: we think of the fishing lure analogy improperly. We think of the fishing lure like this: if you’ve ever been fishing, put a worm on the hook, and then you throw it out, and then we think the fish is trying to pull us out of the boat, and we have to be careful. No, no. We’re trying to pull stuff into the boat. And what that’s telling is that there are things in us that we’re trying to pull in. We wanna take stuff in, we want an appetite for things outside to fulfill something that’s gone on inside of us. See, we think of the world as the temptation, and we have to be careful when we cast our lure into the world every day that it’s gonna pull us out of the boat. No, no. We’re pulling things into the boat. And we need to be aware of what that is that we’re pulling in each day.

So we need to be aware that the temptations that surround us are not outside of us. He’s not – think about it another way. It’s not lack of gas or subways or electricity that makes me angry. It’s my heart. It’s not the lack of my need, it’s not the lack of the things that I have right now as a result of the hurricane that’s making me angry, it’s my heart. My heart is the problem. It’s not Mayor Bloomberg, it’s not MTA, it’s not FEMA, it’s not anything else. You know what’s the problem? My heart. My heart is the problem. It’s not someone else. And see, that’s the problem because you look back at the Garden: how does this temptation present itself to Adam and Eve? Satan presents Adam and Eve with an option. But it wasn’t Adam – what’s the first thing that Adam and Eve did as soon as they sinned and God made aware? The blame game begins. Eve takes the fruit, bites into it, gives some to Adam, and then God comes into the garden, looking for them both, and Eve says, “It was the serpent,” and then Adam says, “It was the woman.” See, what’s taking place in verse 13 is we have be aware of the – we want to push off conviction. We want to push away our responsibility in this task. We want to minimize our responsibility in how we take ownership in our sin. We want to blame others. James wants to remind us, “No, no. The root of temptation, the root of struggle and sin resides in me. No one is making me sin. I’m making me sin because the root of temptation lies in my heart.” So knowing these voices exist of, “Oh, it’s just one look. It’s just one purchase. It’s just a few more hours of sleep, It’s just” – y’know, all those voices go on, those aren’t – it’s not the temptations in light of all other things. No, it’s my heart’s being revealed in those moments. It’s revealing what I really want, what I really think is important. To put it more starkly, what I think is God, or who I think is God.

But see, we need to recognize, again, this sounds like bad news, and it is. But the sooner we can embrace the reality of us having a problem, the sooner we can receive grace from God, because Jesus came for those who acknowledge that they’re broken. He doesn’t come for people who blame-shift. “Well, I am a bad person because of my upbringing, I’m a bad person because of where I live, I’m a bad person because of what I don’t have.” No, no. I’m a bad person because I’m a sinner, and my relationship with God is broken because I sin. And when we acknowledge our sin, we receive incredible grace from God because he came for sinners. He came for sinners. There’s a song titled, “Jesus, Friend of Sinners.” We need to acknowledge that we’re sinners, that the root of temptation resides in us. So knowing those voices are coming from inside of us, we thank God we’re not left alone to figure out how to respond. Knowing that our problem is inside of us, we’re grateful as Christians today that we don’t have to rest in the fact that we have to try and figure out how to battle this reality by ourselves, we’re not left to try and work this out, to try and struggle through this experience on our own. We recognize that, primarily, as we think about how we respond to the voices of our hearts being revealed through temptations and situations which are revealing our hearts, the best way, the Bible describes, that we can go about attacking those voices inside is by listening to a different voice. It says, again, if you look at the Bible and just look at these verses, it says we’re tempted by our own desires, we’re listening to ourselves, what we want and what we desire, and so to start to combat that, we need to learn that our minds are – our hearts are transformed by filling our minds with God’s voice. With God’ s voice. I’m not listening to my own voice, but learning increasingly to listen to God’s voice. 

Paul talks about this extensively a number of times in his letters to the churches. Philippians 4, verse 8, after the tells us that, y’know, “Let not your hearts be anxious but in all things by prayer and supplication present your request before God, and the peace of God which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” And then he goes on to say, whatever’s true, whatever’s lovely, whatever’s pure, whatever’s excellent – if anything is praiseworthy, think about such things. Why does he say that? Because he wants our minds to be filled with the right things and the right voice, so we’re not listening to the wrong voice, particularly listening to our sin, to our own selfish desires. We need to know those voices exist. 

Again, he tells us in Colossians 3, God through Paul reminds us in Colossians 3 that we have to set our minds on Christ. Not to focus on earthly things but to look to Christ, to think on Christ, to place our minds there by filling our minds with truths abbot God. This will start to squash the voices in our hearts. We need to have different voices. We need to tune our hearing to a different voice. Romans 12, again, we need to transform our minds. You see, biblical counselor and author Elyse Fitzpatrick put it this way, in thinking about this battle, as we learn to understand, the root is in my heart, and so the response is to go to God’s word, to allow his voice to squash mine. Fitzpatrick says, “The only way we can change our feelings is by changing our core beliefs and the thoughts that occupy our minds.” The only way we can change our feelings is by changing our core beliefs and the thoughts that occupy our minds. We want to battle the root cause of our temptations being our own voice and our sin; we need to fill our sin with God’s words and allow those words to drown out our words. We learn to battle the evil desires by filling our minds with God’s desires. Growing in godliness comes through the hard work of learning to fill our minds with the truths of God.

But there’s another thing we need to be aware of in this piece because coming to this place is hard because we see how bad the problem is and how sinful our hearts are. We realize that we sin. We realize how bad our hearts are, we start to see this reality, as James described it, as we see, like, my heart is full of so much evil, I want to – I think bad thoughts about people, I want to run after sinful things. I realize just how bad my heart is. I start to really believe what James is saying, that this is not situations that cause me to sin, that this is not other things that make me angry. No, this is all just revealing that my heart is wicked. It’s full of evil. But when I own how bad my heart is, I realize the work and the extent and the sufficient grace that Jesus has extended. See, when I realize how bad my heart, and how good God is, in light of what he’s given and the forgiveness that he’s extended, my love for God grows. ‘Cause it’s not a problem that’s out there, it’s a problem that’s in here. You know what’s worse, but you know what’s infinitely better? God knows all the things that don’t ever come off my lips. God knows all the evil desires that no one knows about. And you know what the cross tells me? I’m forgiven of those things. But I need to acknowledge how bad it is to experience how great it really is in Christ. See, if I think of all the problems being out there, I won’t celebrate grace. If I recognize that the problem’s in here, and realizing how bad my heart really is, in light of all the things that God could condemn me for, in light of all that now God forgives me of, that’s great news. That’s great news. The root of temptation is my heart. 

But second, we can’t get around this warning. And the blame-shifting, see, we want to blame others. We want to say it’s my upbringing or it’s my situation or it’s the weather or it’s – no, no, no. It’s my heart. My problem is my heart. The second warning, though, in verse 15, is to recognize, again, the fruit of temptation is death. There is no way around, to minimize this warning. If we take sin lightly, it will kill us. That’s what James is telling us in verse 15. There is no way to take sin lightly. Jesus takes in this situation, it unfolds – this is how it works itself out. There’s a progression that takes place in 14 and 15. You see, something catches our attention. 

Y’know, I just used this – I don’t exactly have a say ‘cause I don’t have an account, but ladies in the church, or perhaps some men, though I’d wonder why you were using it, but, Pinterest or Pine-terest or whatever it is – Pine— Pinterest? [Voice from audience: Oh, yeah!] Yeah, yeah, Um, you pin all these things you like on a wall, right? And it’s just, like, this blog where you can start to share all the pictures, all the things you like. Here’s my great concern with those sorts of websites – and this is just picking one, so I can use a million other examples – we pin all these things on a wall, and then we keep looking at them, and then we wonder why we’re dissatisfied. We watch all these TV shows and look at all these magazines and look at all these websites that portray an ideal that we can never attain to, and we wonder why we’re dissatisfied, we wonder why we’re always upset or anxious about things. 

See, we go from just this occasional glance – the beginning of the progression in verse 14 an 15 – we go from just this occasional glance to this, it arrests my attention. It’s gone from just a glance to, I’m consumed, I’m finding myself consumed with this thought, I’m finding myself consumed with this purchase, I’m finding myself consumed with this person. They’ve gone from just being an attractive person in my workplace or an attractive person on my block to someone who I find consuming my thoughts. And if left unchecked, James warns us, this leads to death. It’s going nowhere good. See, we – if you ever use Pinterest, I wonder – look, we spend hours, and we wonder why we’re dissatisfied with our appearance or our wardrobe or our furniture or our homes. Because we’re letting something that’s meant to just maybe grab our attention occasionally consume our thoughts. And we have to get around thinking this is just a little thing, it’s just a simple glance, it’s just one word, it’s just a passing thought. This is a big problem. Sin wants to kill us. 

Historical author and pastor John Owen – and I, there is no better way that I think to say this, so let Owen’s words wash over us in helping us understand the seriousness of sin. “Every unclean thought or glance would be adultery if it could; every covetous desire would be oppression, every thought of unbelief would be atheism, might it grow to its head. Men may come to that, that sin may not be heard speaking a scandalous word in their hearts – that is, provoking to any great sin with scandal in its mouth; but yet every rise of lust, might it have its course, would come to the height of villainy, it is like the grave that is never satisfied.” Every unclean thought or glance would be adultery if it could; every covetous desire would be oppression, every thought of unbelief would be atheism, might it grow to its head. That’s how serious sin is. If we leave sin unchecked, it will kill us. It’s not just an occasional glance, a slight word, a passing thought. If left unchecked, it will kill us.

You see, the reality of this is, we think, “Oh, well, that’s for other people. That’s for other people that sin leads to death. That’s for other people. I’m a Christian. I don’t have to worry about these warning texts because they’ve been put away because I believe in Jesus. I don’t need to worry about these texts that speak to other people about warnings of death.” I think Kevin Young, in his great book and a resource for our sermon series on James, ‘The Hole in our Holiness,’ reminds us of this. He says, “We are so eager not to confuse indicatives (what God has done) and imperatives (what we should do) that we get leery of letting biblical commands lead uncomfortably to conviction of sin.” We get uncomfortable when we see texts that tell us that sin leads to death because we don’t like the reality because we’re sinning. And we don’t like the reality that’s facing us when we look at this text. And thinking this way, we minimize the reality of sin at work in our lives, and the warnings about death don’t apply to us, and we think that it’s not about us, it’s not dealing with us, and we move away from these things, and we minimize the reality of the pervasiveness of the problem of sin in our lives, that sin wants to kill us and destroy us. 

You see, when you think this way about the warnings of scripture, that they don’t apply to us, that somehow the soft edges have been rubbed off because of Jesus, that these warnings no longer apply. It would be like us going to the Grand Canyon and seeing a gentle suggestion to stay away from the edge of the canyon edge. You know, just a sign looking over the Grand Canyon, and some of these places already have all sorts of guards and gates and other things so you can’t walk near the edge, but imagine if you were to go to the Grand Canyon, and there was a sign right in front of the Grand Canyon that said, y’know, “Just a passing suggestion: it’s a little high off the edge, so you might want to just think about or consider that you don’t want to go too close.” No, the warnings near the edge would be something to the effect of, “Stay away from the edge!” Don’t see how close you can get to the edge, but stay away from the edge! Because the edge, if not left unchecked, will lead to death.

I’m telling my daughter this – we’re on the subway – it’s not, like, just a gentle reminder when you’re walking through the subway – and I’m talking to some of you perhaps, if you do this – it’s not just a gentle reminder to just not walk through the subway cars while the subway’s going. It could kill you! And in fact, it does kill many people each year. There’s a sign there that says, “Death is a reality if you step through those doors.” The subway could stop or turn in a moment, and you’re done. So it’s not just a gent— “Like, y’know, maybe....” There’s not just a sign on the door that says, “Maybe you should think about or consider, it’s just a good suggestion to just stay away from this door. Is that OK?” No, no. “Opening this door while the train is moving is dangerous. It will kill you.” And this is the warning that James wants us to see in light of verse 15. God gives us the stark warning because he loves us too much. He’s not telling us, y’know, dabble with the edge, open the door, see what it’s like outside. No, he’s saying, stay away from the edge! Keep that door closed because going that way could kill you. He loves us too much. He doesn’t want us to take sin lightly. He knows how much it hurts us. The problem, as grace-filled Christians, is that we can quickly go towards license, thinking that, because I’m forgiven, I can run after sin. No, by no means. If I think that way, I don’t understand grace. Grace – cost –  Jesus – his – life. Lest we minimize sin, we minimize the cross. Sin brought forth death so that I could enjoy life. Let us not minimize the reality of sin at work in our lives.

I’ve watched friends in churches taking sin and temptation too lightly, and it gives birth to all sorts of sin. It’s like the one – it’s like lying. When you’re a kid, and your parents ask you to do something, and you say you did it, but you didn’t do it, and then one lie adds to another lie, and before you know it, there’s like five or six lies because you’re, like, having to keep this gentle balance of what I did and didn’t tell my parents. Y’know, did I tell them I cleaned my room? Did I tell them I did my chores? I don’t remember, so I have to keep lying, so just, like, this ball keeps going down the hill and I have to cover it up with all these other lies. Here’s the problem: if I keep that going, sin, by lying, gets easier. It gets easier because my heart grows hard and I get good at lying. I need to be aware of the reality of death, with sin wanting to destroy my heart.

So where am I taking sin too lightly? Where am I minimizing the reality that death awaits those who run after sin, that sin brings death, that there is no other way to describe or to minimize, or to remove the hard edge of verse 15: “When sin is fully grown, it brings forth death.” And commentators agree, this is not some spiritual death, this is not some lesser warning. No, this is what it is. This is particularly why we need a community of people around us, because if we’re not careful, we listen to our own arguments. We listen to our own arguments. If we understand the root if sin is in my heart, that the root of sin resides in me, I will quickly listen to my own arguments. “Oh, it’s just one glance, it’s just one purchase, it’s just one thought, it’s just one” – no, no, no. If left unchecked, this will kill you. And we need people around to say, “No, no. I don’t buy that argument that, just one thought, one desire, one look. I don’t buy that argument.” We need to take sin seriously. To speak the truth so that we aren’t deceived by our desires, letting our emotions, our selfish desires drive us to destruction. Rather, the voice of truth can sometimes come through others to warn us of the reality of sin. I need to listen to my wife when I’m getting angry at my kids, that I’m sinning against them. 

I’m getting angry in the car. I’ve had my kids correct me when I’m driving and seeing someone just inexplicably stopping in front of me, no warning, no lights, no – and I’m getting angry in my – or even my youngest, my daughter Lucy, who’s back behind us now, is two years old, and I get upset at my wife, and my daughter, who’s two now, she’s saying, “Don’t talk that way to my mama.” [Laughter.] That’s a warning from God for my soul, that sin brings destruction. It leads to nothing good. So the reality is, we need other people around us. You know what? Yelling at your wife is a problem. If pornography is a problem for you, as a man, and you need to get rid of your computer, do it, because taking it lightly is a problem. Women, if Pinterest is leading you to be dissatisfied, if you find yourself constantly comparing yourself to others and you’re dissatisfied with your appearance, your dissatisfied with [inaudible], Pinterest might need to go because you need to take sin seriously. It wants to kill you. We need others to speak those kind of words of truth to us nbecause we love each other too much to let us hurt each other and ourselves.

But we’re not left alone in this. The beauty of this comes in 1 Corinthians 10:13. The same word is used. It says, “But each person is tempted, when he is lured and enticed by his own desires.” And 1 Corinthians 10:13 tells us that when we’re tempted, that God “will provide a way out, that we might stand up under it.” You see, the beauty of this is that when we’re tempted, we have to recognize that in the midst of that temptation, the spirit of God resides in a believer to give them another way to go, another voice to listen to, a way out. We’re not alone in this. He brings conviction and clarity and strength and guidance. The grace is, if we learn to take sin seriously, we learn to see that God wants to warn us and care for us and lead us away from sin. Grace is learning to see that God gives us people to warn us, and he brings conviction through his spirit, and he provides ways out when we’re tempted. 

But I need you to recognize, where am I taking sin lightly? In your marriage, in your personal life, whatever it is – where is sin at work that I am trying to manage by myself or minimize? I want to manage it by myself, I want to keep it hidden, I want to take it lightly. You see, again, the blessing of the community, the church, is this: see, we hold each other accountable to the truth but then remind each other that there’s forgiveness in Christ. See, we shouldn’t be surprised – we’re thinking about how this works: the root, then, of temptation is my heart and the fruit is death. We shouldn’t be surprised when someone comes and tells us that they got in an argument with their wife or their husband. We shouldn’t be surprised that someone says that they’re struggling with lust or unbelief. We shouldn’t be surprised that someone is struggling through any sin and being maybe very clear or very blatant or very illustrative about how the struggle is going. Why shouldn’t it surprise us? Because it’s going on in our hearts, too. And when we can be honest with each other in terms of how this sin is presenting itself, the reality is we can warn each other that sin leads to death, and then remind each other that Jesus has forgiven that sin. But if I try and manage my sin or minimize my sin, I miss that grace. Let me say it again. If I try and minimize my sin or manage my sin on my own, I minimize that grace. Grace is meant to be extended through others to remind me of God’s love for me through Christ and his hatred of sin that has sent his son to the cross. 

This is a stark reality about who we are as people. We’re broken, but Jesus came for people that are broken. He didn’t come for people that think they’re OK, that think that the problem is out there, that it’s just, y’know, “If I could just have everything I needed, if I could just have a better job or a better spouse or better kids, or if I could have more money or a bigger house, or live in a different city, then I would be OK.” No, no. You could run away from all those things or you could be provided all those things, and you can’t run away from your heart. That’s the problem. That’s why the Mor— that’s why the Amish just doesn’t work. It just doesn’t work. We’ll always find something else to sin with! You can’t run away from your heart. We need to take sin seriously. Not think it’s just something I can manage or it’s just a trivial thing or unimportant thing – no, no. It leads to destruction and death. But when I realize how bad the problem is, then I realize how great Jesus is. 

And some of us think, “OK, well, death, that’s not my problem. I love Jesus.” And, great. That’s amazing. If that’s you today, great, that you don’t – are not struggling to this extent, but recognize again, “Take heed lest you fall” – Romans 12 – that resides in our heart every sin that can pull us away. Secondly, there’s probably people around you who need to hear this truth, both of the reality of sin and the hope of Christ. You see, I said a number of times in sermons, the gospel is bad news before it’s great news. We can’t get around it being bad news first. Jesus came because we’re bad people. We’re bad people. I’m a bad person. But when I confess that I’m a bad person, that the root of sin lies within me, that my sin, that my problem is me, I get help from Jesus, grace from Jesus, to lead me towards everlasting life instead of settling for death and separation from him. The root of temptation is my heart, the fruit of temptation is death. 

And as we go from this place, as we do regularly, to remind each other of the gospel as we go. Because we’ve heard bad news: that we have a problem. But the reality is that we go from this place not by – and this should be obvious to us now – you see, we go out with the good news of the gospel that tells us this: see, I am not saved, I am not right with God because of how well I resist temptation. If I think my right standing with God is based on how well I resist temptation, to put it crassly, I’m screwed. There is no way I can keep myself right with God by trying to resist temptation on my own. No, I am saved by God because Jesus resisted temptation for me. You see, when Jesus was in the garden and being tempted, when he was in Gethsemane being tempted by Satan, he did something that Adam and I could never do: he resisted temptation and went to the cross to pay the price for my disobedience. And so I know that I’m not saved by God because of how well I resist, but because Jesus perfectly resisted for me. And then I go out remembering this: because I know that my salvation is not found, my right standing with God, I’m not loved with God because I resist, I realize my need for Jesus. If I’m going to resist temptation, I’m not going to go out by trusting myself, because trusting in myself is what got me in this mess. As I go out with the gospel, I remember that it’s not about trusting in myself, trying harder to resist temptation, but looking to Jesus, trusting in Jesus, resting in Jesus, hoping in Jesus, filling my mind with the truth of Jesus, I resist temptation when my heart and mind are increasingly filled with Jesus. Because of all that he’s given and all that he’s provided and all that he’s promised, I go out in that strength in that hope, with that reality. We have a problem, Jesus was the answer. And we go out with that truth informing our hearts as we go from this place.

